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Timber - old and new – has some 
Australian stories to tell. As a most 

resilient material it has naturally provided 
early settlers and our modern building 
industry with versions of utility. East 
Gippsland’s historic Ironbark railway 
bridges still stand – bearing testimony to 
simple durability. On the housing front, 
“temporary” weatherboard-clad, timber-
framed worker’s cottages still stand in 
our inner cities and country towns.

As a nation, we are old enough to 
bear witness to houses that have come 
out of our vast forests – many of which 
are now coming under challenge due 
to perceived “impermanence” or inadequacy 
of thermal performance demanded by 
current building codes.

Due to traditional preconceptions 
that, because wood burns, it is inherently 
unsuitable for safe use in all but the 
most basic of buildings, building regulators 
have long eliminated timber as a credible 
material for many commercial, institutional 
and multi-storey buildings. This is changing 
– but the pace and effort is slow. This sets 

a scene that most architects and builders 
accept without much challenge.  

DENSIFICATION
While governments would have us 
believe that the creation of new suburbs 
on the fringes of Australian cities will 
provide affordable options for many people 
seeking to make the great Australian dream 
of home ownership a reality, they really 
don’t get it when it comes to understanding 
that design quality is the real issue – and 
not in “new” suburbs, but rather in the 
suburbs that already exist. European-type 
densifi cation is a readily available and 
successful model for design consideration. 
Sadly, the impetus for this does not appear 
to be coming any time soon from any 
of the three tiers of governments or 
from the development industry. 

So who might show some leadership on 
this front? Some architects are planting 
seeds and green shoots are emerging – on 
matters that seek to address complexities of 
community, existing building stock, sensible 
design and fi nance. This work is challenging 
– and cuts across the inertia promulgated 
by the partnership of land developers and 
volume builders who keep pushing for new 
suburbs and associated inadequate 
infrastructure. 

ESTABLISHED SUBURBS & TOWNS
Australia has largely been based on a 
timber-centric residential building industry.

Much of our timber-based housing has 
been readily provided out of a solid stock 
of forests – old growth and renewable – 
and until recently this embedded legacy 
has withstood the test of time.

Where architects may give “brownie 
points” to the embedded energy that 
old timber-framed buildings exhibit when 
consideration is given to renovation or 
re-use – especially housing - this does 

INDUSTRY INSIGHTS
Peter Georgiev, Archicentre Australia director

not appear to be a view that resonates 
with the large volume builder-based 
approach to housing – their mantra being 
“detonate and rebuild”. 

While clearly providing benefi t to this 
substantial sector of the building industry, 
the question needs to asked – how clever 
is it in an era where we are focusing 
on sustainability? 

Design solutions can and do exist to 
make established timber-framed buildings 
good enough for the future. These are 
not only pre-war buildings – counted 
among this group are the brick veneer 
houses (fl oor/wall/roof frames) of post-
war Australia up to the 1990s.

This architecturally-based design 
consideration can at once take advantage 
of  embedded energy that old timber-framed 
buildings provide as well as challenging the 
“McMansion dream home” approach to 
housing development affl icting many 
established suburbs and towns. 

FUTURE INITIATIVES
To the extent that architects have a 
say on matters that point to positive future 
directions, we can take heart that the 
development of radially sawn timbers is 
providing the timber and building industry 
with leads for more effi ciency and 
sustainability. One mill at Yarram is 
a start, but surely more is required.

Larger scale operators should take 
encouragement out of this initiative 
on a national basis. Re-use of timbers, 
too, should be encouraged and supported 
by governments and regulators. Matters that 
give pause for thought include:
• Maintaining existing timber-based 

housing stock and enhancing it for the 
next generation rather than detonating it.

• Altering entrenched building regulations 
that prefer concrete and steel where 
timber could provide a viable alternative. 

Design quality is the 
real issue – and not in 
“new” suburbs, but 
rather in the suburbs 
that already exist.

Timber and architecture – 
Australian style
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ASSOCIATION NEWS

TMA
Emma Watt

TMA to integrate with MGA
On June 22, 2017, TMA members voted 
unanimously to approve integration of 
the Association with the MGA.

The vote was the culmination of two 
years’ work by the TMA Committee and 
the MGA Board, designed to bring the 
two associations together for their mutual 
benefi t. The proposal was announced to 
members on 11 April 2017 at a lunch 
hosted by TMA at Leonda by the Yarra.

Who is MGA? 
MGA Independent Retailers is a fast-
moving, agile and forward-thinking employer 
organisation supporting 2500 independent 
supermarkets, liquor retailers and 
60 hardware stores in Australia.

As a national employer organisation, their 
role is to support employers with areas of 
their business that they may not have the 
time, money or resources to focus on.

They provide the following “back of 
house” support services to members:
• Legal and HR/IR services
• Training courses
• Advocacy and representation
• Networking opportunities

• Energy effi ciency information
• Up-to-date industry news

What’s in it for TMA members?
The TMA will change its name to Timber 
Merchants Australia and will be a distinct 
division within the MGA. Members will have 
access to all the services provided by the 
MGA as well as timber industry-focused 
advocacy provided by Eric Siegers and 
Jos De Bruin, the CEO of MGA. 

TMA members are not just retailers – 
our members are wholesalers, timber 
processors, manufacturers, sawmillers, 
truss and frame manufacturers, and 
harvesting contractors, as well as 
timber and hardware merchants.

This is why it’s important to stress 
that in the new structure, we will have 
timber-focused people working on 
issues that matter to our industry.

On top of this, we will have access 
to a greater range of resources than we 
can currently source. Instead of just one 
industrial relations adviser, members will 
have access nationally to four advisers, 
including Emma Watt. This will increase 
the probability that you will get your queries 
answered immediately. And for members 
operating across the country, it increases 
the scope of our services.

TMA will still offer OHS/WHS hazard 

identifi cation, risk assessment and system 
audit services, utilising the skills and 
experience of a timber industry auditor.

Our relationships with training 
organisations will be strengthened, 
and MGA delivers training programs 
that are relevant to all businesses, as 
well as retail-specifi c training courses.

What’s in it for MGA members?
By expanding its hardware and timber 
membership, MGA will underpin its 
growth as a national employer association 
servicing our industry. There are many 
synergies between the work the two 
associations do for members, and by 
combining our efforts we can achieve 
a better outcome for your businesses.

What are the next steps?
For members, it will be business as 
usual. TMA will apply to the Fair Work 
Commission to deregister the organisation 
in accordance with the Fair Work (Registered 
Organisations) Act 2009 (Cth). The Australian 
Electoral Commission will ballot members to 
determine support for cancellation of the 
TMA’s registration, so members will be 
asked to vote formally 
by post on this aspect of the change.

Once registration has been cancelled, 
the Timber Merchants Association (Vic) 

           , IT BUILDS A FASTER, SAFER 
WORKFORCE. IMPROVE PRODUCTION, 
REDUCE RISK + FATIGUE

FOR MORE: stakpro@vekta.com.au | www.vekta.com.au

STAK
PRO 
TRUSS AND FRAME  
STACKING SYSTEMS

TTN373_04-07_ insights_Association news.indd   5 13/7/17   1:49 pm



6    TIMBER TRADER NEWS  /  AUGUST 2017 www.timbertradernews.com

ASSOCIATION UPDATE

Good for generations to come!

 Durable against decay and termite damage.
 Ideal for sensitive applications or where frequent 
          human contact is expected.
 Ideal for residential, commercial and civic applications, 
          where outdoor timber is specified.  
 Attractive green coloured outdoor timber products, an inexpensive 
          sustainable alternative to Hardwood products.
 Naturally weathers to a honey brown colour on exposure to sunlight.

 sales@outdoortimber.com.au
 03 8706 1250

• Fencing Products 
• Structural Timbers

• Garden Grade Sleepers
• F7 Structural Sleepers   

• Custom Treatment Available •

EcoWood®

Tanalised and Ecowood are registered trademarks of Lonza 
or its subsidiaries used under licence.  © Outdoor Timber 2017 

• Decking
• Plywood

There is some 
evidence that the 
housing market is 
starting to ease.

(TMA) will be wound up. We will still be 
known as the TMA (Timber Merchants 
Australia), a part of MGA, with a national 
reach and focus.

TMA members will then transfer 
to MGA as associate members, and 
all functions of the TMA will integrate 
with MGA. Both Eric Siegers and Emma 
Watt will work with MGA to continue 
to service TMA members.

When will the merger happen?
The management and committees of both 
MGA and TMA intend to start working 
together in practice from July 1, 2017. 
A formal launch of the TMA division of the 
MGA will be announced in a few months’ 
time.  The TMA Committee of Management 
will remain in place for continuity, and will 
concentrate more on industry issues affecting 
the members they represent nationally.

Further information about this change 
can be obtained from:
Peter Alexander, President
0414 380 816
Ron Caddy, Vice President
0417 789 440
Richard Hill, Vice President
0418 396 838
Emma Watt, Executive Director
0411 708 073

ATIF 
John Halkett

Victorian Timber Importers 
Association winding up
As a consequence of the decision to 
wind up the Victorian Timber Importers 

Association (VTIA), members of the 
association not already a member of ATIF 
have had their membership transferred 
to ATIF. Residual funding from VTIA has also 
been transferred to ATIF. 

To further strengthen ATIF’s capacity to 
support Victorian member companies, the 
services of Eric Siegers are now available to 
support ATIF activities. Siegers is a former 
CEO of the Timber Merchants Association and 
currently manages the TimberHub. Presently, 
Siegers is assisting with arranging a 
familiarisation tour of Melbourne importer and 
wholesaler facilities for senior staff from the 
Plant Import Operations, as outlined below. 
ATIF acknowledges with appreciation the 
dedicated work of Ashley Wright, Michael 
Moorhead, Robert Cairns and others in 
supporting the work of VTIA over the years.

Timber products import conditions 
familiarisation tour
ATIF arranged a familiarisation tour for 
offi cials from the Plant Import Operations 
section of the Department of Agriculture 
and Water Resources as part of the current 
review of timber import conditions. The 
tour visited Melbourne importers and 
wholesalers in July, including Tilling 
Timber, Bayswood Timber Wholesalers 
and Meyer Timber.

Future softwood timber supplies (1)
There is some evidence emerging that the 
housing market is starting to ease, and that 
this may continue in the immediate future. 
As a consequence of the reality that 
domestic building activity has deteriorated 
by about 5-10 percent, importers with long 
lead times are exhibiting some reluctance 
to commit to further inventory in case the 
market softens even further. This, coupled 
with a clear trend towards apartments 
rather than detached housing, has 
implications for the softwood timber market. 

A notable factor, particularly with 
traditional structural softwood timber 
products, is the apparent continuing shift in 
timber product type demand, driven in part 
by offsite manufacturing, the import of 
prefabricated building components and 
increased emphasis on engineered wood 
products (EWPs) like LVL, plywood and CLT.  
So looking forward, ongoing softwood 
timber supply will be impacted by:
• Likely softening of building and 

construction activity over the short term. 
However, population growth and housing 
shortages are likely to mean residential 
building and construction will continue 
at or above 200,000 housing starts a year 
in the medium term.

• There will continue to be changes to 
the nature of residential housing as 
the move from detached houses to 
apartments in major metropolitan 
centres gains further momentum.

• Changes to softwood timber product 
type demand will be infl uenced by 
greater prefabrication of building 
components, offsite manufacturing 
and demand for EWPs.

• Medium term concerns related to 
the maintenance of present levels of 
domestic softwood timber supply levels 
and log availability will impact on the 
supply chain.

• Import volumes of structural softwood 
timber will remain restrained while 
domestic prices remain lower than other 
world markets. A lift in prices is likely 
to attract increased supply.

• Although there is likely to be a 
continuation of a conservative approach 
to inventory levels and prices, it is 
probable that imported softwood volumes 
will grow in the medium term, with a 
particular emphasis on EWPs.

• Within apparent domestic and import 
macro volume and price data there are 
exceptions, such as the decline in 
demand for WRC and a strong growth 
in demand for imported EWPs.

(1) This analysis supported by funding from 
Forest and Wood Products Australia. 

 

Some say it ain’t easy 
being green...

Certified
Treatment

hyne.com.au

But simply put - we nailed it.
 
T3 Green Plus has upped the ante for H3 treated timber. Indoors plus outdoors. 
Safe plus strong. A revolutionary new water-based treatment that goes above 
and beyond the Australian Standards. 

Plus, its natural and consistent finish and tone looks great with a paint, stain or 
clear coating product. And with no hydrocarbon additives or VOC emissions - it’s 
greener than a vegan in a slaughterhouse… 

For more information, call us now on 1300 304 963.
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INDUSTRY NEWS

NEW PRODUCT ON THE MARKET? BIG NEWS? DON’T KEEP IT TO YOURSELF!  If you are launching a product 
or your business has an announcement, send it to news@timbertradernews.com for the chance to be featured here. 

People’s choice
Public to decide Victoria’s 
most loved building design.

Building Designers Association of Victoria 
(BDAV) has called on the public to vote 

for their favourite building design in its 
22nd BDAV Building Design Awards. 

The People’s Choice Award invites the 
community to cast their vote for any of the 
building projects nominated in the BDAV 
Awards, which celebrates Victoria’s best 
residential, interior, sustainable, heritage 
conservation and non-residential design 
projects including commercial, industrial, 
hospitality and public buildings. 

Since 1996, the BDAV Building Design 
Awards has promoted excellence in building 
design and encouraged higher standards 
of design excellence in Victoria. 

BDAV President Lindsay Douglas has 
asked Victorians to cast their vote and 
celebrate the creativity and expertise 
of building designers across Victoria. 

“The BDAV Building Design Awards 
recognise the ever-growing talent of building 
design professionals and their importance to 
the building industry, as well as their local 
communities,” Douglas says. “We are 
continually blown away by the high standard 

of entries we receive across all our award 
categories. Our building design community 
use innovation and creativity to produce 
cutting-edge design spaces while keeping 
sustainability front of mind.” 

Last year’s winner of the People’s Choice 
Award was luxury home The Kangaroo 
Ground Pavilion, by S L Building Designs. 

The  People’s Choice Award will 
be presented at the BDAV Building 
Design Awards dinner on July 29 at 
the National Gallery of Victoria. The 
2017 awards are proudly sponsored 
by BlueScope, WoodSolutions and 
Webber Insurance Services.
For more information, visit bdav.org.au 

Alphington Townhouses

Neo Victorian

Temperance Court

Escape to the Country
Essential Ingredient

Boral Engineered Flooring is now available in a 
wider board, in two beautiful hardwood species. 
From the warm honey tones of Blackbutt 
and rich browns of Spotted Gum, the Boral 
Engineered Flooring palette offers unique colour 
and grain variations to suit any style.

Boral Engineered Flooring is graded to AS 2796.2 
Standard & Better and features click lock installation, 
allowing it seamlessly integrate into your space. 
Pre-finishing with a 10% matte coating and wire 
brushed for added texture minimises the extra work 
required for the perfect solution for an Australian 
textured wideboard look.

boral.com.au/timber

BORAL TIMBER 
Build something great™

Boral® is a trademark of Boral Limited or 
one of its subsidiaries.

Blackbutt 186mm                Spotted Gum186mm

NEW WIDE BOARD
Boral Engineered Flooring
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More enforcement 
needed for building 
supply chain
Statement by Denita Wawn, 
CEO, Master Builders Aus. 

The health and safety of the community 
is a fundamental priority of Master 

Builders Australia. Concerns about building 
safety have been raised by the tragic 
Grenfell Tower fire in London. 

Australians can have confidence in the 
regulatory regime that oversees building 
and construction including the use of 
building products. The National 
Construction Code (NCC) is a robust 
system with safety to the community at 
its core. It’s given legal effect by legislation 
in each state and territory, making 
enforcement of the code a state and 
territory responsibility. Moreover, it is the 
responsibility of all along the supply chain 
to ensure the code is adhered to. 

Concerns have been raised in Australia 
over recent years about non-conforming 
and non-compliant building products in the 
building supply chain. Industry and 
regulators have been working on both 
these issues. Non-conforming building 
products claim to be something they are 
not, do not meet the required standards 
for their intended use and are marketed or 
supplied with the intent to deceive those 
who use them. They are illegal products. 

Non-compliant building products are 
those that are used in situations where 
they do not comply with the NCC. 

To tackle the issue, Master Builders 
believes our robust building regulation and 
its enforcement needs to cover all of the 
supply chain. We believe more can be 
done to strengthen enforcement efforts 
by regulators and that the responsibility 
for compliance is shared equitably, that is, 
enforcement needs to be targeted from 
the start of the product supply chain until 
the end with installation. All stakeholders 
– industry and government – must work 
individually and collectively to better 
inform all of those along the supply chain.  

Master Builders is committed to ongoing 
member education and working with 
industry partners and government to 
improve industry knowledge. As a matter 
of priority, this should include an 
information portal that consolidates existing 
information about certified products and 
their appropriate use. A one-stop-shop in 
the form of a national website will be an 
important first step in bringing the current 
system together as a coherent whole.

First ever library design awards recognise outstanding 
design across Australia. 

Arup Library winner

The Arup Library designed by BVN has 
won the Special Library Award at the 

inaugural Library Design Awards 2017 
conducted by the Australian Library  
and Information Association (ALIA).

Arup is a multi-disciplinary engineering and 
design consultancy, with more than 13,000 
staff globally, the jury noted that, “Arup 
Library (Australasia) is part of Arup University, 
an internal university, whose aim is to 
promote and achieve technical excellence 
through the development of its staff.”

The library team is comprised of six highly-
skilled librarians capable of carrying out 
in-depth research that supports the business 
with winning work, completing project work 
and helping keep the region up-to-date with 
clients, technology, industry and more.  
There are numerous physical collections 
within the region and the Sydney Library, 
including the Arup University space.

BVN worked with Arup to create  
a model for their work spaces specific  
to an innovative engineering firm. 

“We wanted Arup to reconnect with 
making, researching and sharing,” says  
BVN Principal, Ninotschka Titchkosky. “The 
workshop recalibrates the notion of a place 
at the centre of everything by enabling ideas 
to be exchanged and objects to be tinkered 
with both digital and physical.

“This is aided by the location of the  
library or centre for knowledge sharing and 
research for Arup at the heart of this space. 
The workshop design encourages people  
to collaborate, experiment, discuss, build, 

research and impart knowledge.” 
The Australian Library Design Awards 

were created to showcase the best in 
contemporary library interiors and exteriors 
in Australia and to celebrate the investment 
in libraries made by our nation’s institutions, 
corporations, local, state and territory 
governments. Thirty-three libraries were 
entered in the awards and there is a winner 
in each category: Public, School, Academic 
and Special Libraries.

“The design 
encourages people 
to collaborate, 
experiment, 
discuss, build, 
research and impart 
knowledge.”
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INTRODUCING THE NEW

“H3” IRONASH TREATED F17 KD HARDWOOD
 &
“H2” IRONASH TREATED F17 KD HARDWOOD

ALL NOW IN STOCK!

DISTRIBUTORS OF:
Supa17/F17KD Hardwood & Supalam F17 KD Hardwood

ALSO:
Tas Oak & Vic Ash Flooring, Archs, Square Dressed Boards, 
Door Jamb Sets, Lining, Cladding and Decking.

FULL RANGE AVAILABLE 

Phil McCormack
0438 255 118

Nick Arfaras
0438 255 115

Glenn Lawrenson
0438 255 116

Matt Leplaa
0403 724 184

43-45 Overseas Drive, Noble Park VIC 3174
Phone: (03) 9701 2777   |   Fax: (03) 9701 2677 

Koppers Performance Chemicals Australia 
is pleased to welcome Bill Leggate as its 

new product development manager. Leggate 
is no stranger to the preservative treated 
timber industry. He has held both business 
and technical manager positions and brings 
with him a wealth of knowledge and 
experience.  

Before joining Koppers Performance 
Chemicals, Leggate held the position  
of principal scientist, Forest Products 
Innovation, at Queensland Department  
of Agriculture Forest and Fisheries where  
he was responsible for development and 
management of research in forest products 
processing and providing market-driven 
scientific and information-based solutions  
to support government and industry. 

Leggate, in his role as product 
development manager, will continue 
Koppers Performance Chemicals’ success  
in providing the Australian timber industry 
with innovative timber treatment 
technologies and processes. These 
innovations will help timber better  
compete with alternate building products 

and materials and open up new 
opportunities for timber products in areas 
where timber has not been widely used. 

Leggate will also be an important 
resource for Koppers Performance 

Bill Leggate joins Koppers Performance Chemicals 
Experience and character make new appointment the perfect fit.

Chemicals’ customers to assist in providing 
technical service and support.  

Elias Akle, general manager Koppers  
PC Australia welcomes Leggate, saying, 
“We are very pleased to welcome Bill  
and believe his research and technology 
experience will strengthen and complement 
our company’s ability to provide timber 
preservative solutions for our customers  
and the wider industry. His experience  
and character fits in with our culture of 
innovation and exceptional service and  
we are very fortunate to be able to find 
someone of Bill’s calibre to fill this role.  
I am confident that Bill will play a key role  
in providing and implementing high quality 
solutions for our customers.”

“His experience fits  
in with our culture  
of innovation.”
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More homes 
needed
Finance for new homes 
supports positive outlook

Finance for the construction of new 
dwellings rose by 2.4 percent in May, 

adding a fourth consecutive month to 
its current run of growth. Total housing 
finance grew by  
1.3 percent in seasonally adjusted terms 
over the same period. 

“As a leading indicator of future 
residential building activity, the latest 
data supports Master Builders’ positive 
short-term outlook for housing 
construction,” says Matthew Pollock, 
Master Builders Australia’s National 
Manager Economics and Housing. 

Restrictions by the regulators to  
curb investor activity have begun to 
bite, with investor’s share of new 
housing commitments falling by  
1.4 percent in May and adding to the fall 
of 2.3 percent recorded in April.

“As intended, the restriction on 
investors has made more room for first 
home buyers in the market,” Pollock says. 

The number of first home buyer 
commitments jumped by the biggest 
margin in more than 12 months, 
recording 8439 new commitments  
in May – the highest number of first 
home buyer commitments since 
October 2014, moving back above a  
14 percent share of total commitments 
for the first time since July 2015.

“However, taking a broader outlook, 
with net migration of more than 200,000 
people locked in to the budget forward 
estimates, there is a risk that if housing 
finance commitments enter a softer 
period that new housing supply will once 
again fall short of demand,” Pollock says. 
“To keep pace with population growth we 
will need to build more than 180,000 new 
homes per year for at least the next five 
years. To fill the housing shortage which 
currently sits at more than 100,000 
homes, and to ensure that shortages in 
the stock do not put upward pressure on 
house prices, we will need to build even 
more new homes.

“If managed well, the housing boom 
could continue for a few more years  
yet and offer a much needed source of 
growth and jobs as we navigate through 
the tail end of the resources boom. But 
regulatory reforms are urgently needed to 
support a more efficient supply of new 
housing construction going forward.”

The peak state body for the timber 
industry has welcomed the 

announcement by the Queensland  
treasurer, Curtis Pitt, that a new fire  
station in Maryborough is progressing 
towards construction using Queensland 
grown and manufactured timber. 

“The approval by the treasurer for  
the project to proceed to Stage 2 of a state 
Market-Led Proposal is testimony to the 
innovation and broader economic and 
environmental benefits shown by this project,” 
says Timber Queensland CEO Mick Stephens. 

The proposal is for the historic 
Maryborough fire station to be refurbished 
and constructed using engineered wood 
products, including glue laminated and  
cross laminated mass timber products. 

“The use of engineered wood products 
reflects their structural integrity and 
increasing scope to be used in a broad 
range of building applications,” Stephens 
says. “Timber is also renewable and has a 
far lower carbon footprint compared to other 

materials such as steel and concrete, which 
require high energy inputs to produce.”

The fact that the project is a fire station 
further promotes the fire safety credentials 
of modern timber buildings and fire safety 
design, which includes the use of sprinklers, 
cavity barriers and fire protected timber.

“This will be an important project to 
showcase the fire safety and sustainable 
building outcomes of timber, as well as  
the growing potential for timber products  
to be used in important infrastructure,” 
Stephens says.

The project will support the regional 
economy and represents a strategic 
partnership between local industry,  
state government and research partners 
including the University of Queensland. 

More than 10,000 people are employed in 
the Queensland timber industry, with many 
long-standing companies and businesses 
based in the iconic “Timber City” of 
Maryborough and its broader surrounds. 

“The project is also consistent with  
the Fraser Coast Regional Council’s Wood 
Encouragement Policy, which promotes  
the use of timber as a preferred building 
material in local construction projects,” 
Stephens says. “For these reasons, it  
is encouraging to see innovative timber 
building projects such as the new fire  
station being developed as a keystone 
Market-Led Proposal. 

“We strongly support this project and  
look forward to it progressing through  
the next stages of assessment.” 

The Detailed Proposal will be developed 
over the next 12 months, with construction 
scheduled to begin in 2018-19 if approved. 
The project team will include Hyne Timber 
and the University of Queensland. 

Timber to transform Maryborough icon

Industry welcomes progress 
towards timber constructed 
fire station

“It is encouraging 
to see innovative 
timber building 
projects such as the 
new fire station.”

Timber products in contemporary 
construction: Hyne Timber GL17 Structure  
at the Stella Maris Church, Maroochydore.  
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Just like a crisp, golden pint of fine beer, 
traditional Bavarian bier hall architecture 

often mirrors the warm, honeyed tones of 
the popular beverage by using natural woods 
to create a feeling of cosiness and intimacy. 
Echoing this sentiment perfectly is the 
Hophaus Bier Bar on Melbourne’s Southgate 
promenade. 

Designed by Maddison Architects, 
architect Drew Carling says traditional  
bier cafes were analysed to determine 
common material elements. This was then 
reinterpreted in form and function, as well 
as through the use of traditional materials 
during the Hophaus Bier Bar design stage. 

“We found materials such as terrazzo, 
timber, glazed brickwork, stone, fine steelwork 
and custom lighting elements conveyed a 
crafted and bespoke feel,” he says. 

“Treating familiar elements with  
a contemporary slant and creating  
a simultaneously recognisable, yet new 
atmosphere, Hophaus looks to historic 
German architecture for inspiration. Texture 
and warmth are created by using crafted and 
hand-finished materials such as brick, steel, 
timber and stone throughout.”

Featuring Big River Group’s Armourpanel 
Blackbutt timber on the establishment’s 
walls and ceiling, the material choice was 
crucial to the overall look of the bar and 
chosen for its hardy nature. 

“The product is unique as a hardwood 
timber finish and can withstand  
considerable impact,” explains Carling. 

As Australia’s strongest decorative 
plywood, Big River Group Armourpanel is 
thoroughly designed, tested and approved to 
withstand extreme heat and humidity, and 

Timber brings texture and warmth to welcoming Melbourne bar.

Where Munich meets Melbourne

to resist shrinkage. It’s this tolerance of 
changes in ambient temperature and its 
toughness that make it ideal for flooring, 
ceiling and wall lining in hard-wearing areas. 

“With functional durability and a visual 
integrity unlike other materials, Armourpanel 
Blackbutt was the ideal choice,” says Carling. 

Also important to the project design was 
seeking environmentally-friendly materials.

“We are obligated to be aware of the 
environmental sustainability of the products 
we specify and Big River’s AFS certification 
ensures source material is from managed 
regrowth and plantation forests,” Carling says.
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A pioneering open innovation project to 
accelerate growth in large scale wood 

construction, Metsa Wood’s Open Source 
Wood initiative is a call to action for architects, 
designers and engineers to join forces, share 
innovation and contribute knowledge about 
large-scale, modular wood construction. By 
creating an open innovation platform around 
modular wood construction, Metsa Wood’s 
aim is to connect the local wood construction 
industry with global knowledge to facilitate 
collaboration and growth.

The construction industry is dominated  
by steel and concrete. Only a fraction (5-10 
percent) of global urban construction is wood, 
due in part to the fact that the industry is 
fragmented and local. But wood is an optimal 
material for urban construction –  

it enables faster building processes, its 
lightness leads to more affordable structures 
and it’s the most environmentally-friendly 
building material, battling climate change 
through carbon storage. 

“Not enough knowledge about modular 
wood design and building is shared, so 
wood construction remains niche,” says 
Metsa Wood’s executive vice president Esa 
Kaikkonen. “There is plenty of innovation but 
it’s difficult to find, so Open Source Wood is 
our solution. We believe that with open 
collaboration the industry can achieve 
significant growth.”

OPEN SOURCE IDEOLOGY
The initiative takes its inspiration from  
open source ideology, championed by the 

software industry, to drive innovation further 
and faster and to increase speed to market.

Metsa Wood is taking the first step by 
sharing its own intellectual property for 
modular Kerto LVL wood elements,  
making them available freely for everyone.

METSA WOOD TO AWARD 
EUR30,000 IN PRIZE MONEY
Metsa Wood will award innovation in modular 
element design by offering 30K Euro in prize 
money during 2017 to exceptional designs 
using its Kerto LVL material. 

By 2050, approximately 70 percent of  
the world’s population is expected to live in 
urban areas. This means that we need living 
space for billions. At the same time, cities 
contribute up to 70 percent of the total 
greenhouse gas emissions. One way to fight 
climate change is to make construction 
more sustainable and that’s possible when 
building with wood on a global scale. 

“We fundamentally need to challenge the 
way we build,” says Eric Karsh, an engineer 
at Vancouver-based Equilibrium Consulting. 
“Timber technology is now progressing so 
fast that knowledge transfer is often the 
bottleneck. Those of us who have expertise 
have a responsibility to share, and the 
fastest way is an open source approach 
promoting knowledge and innovation from 
all corners of the world. That’s why Metsa 
Wood is launching the initiative and makes 
the first step in giving away knowledge  
and intellectual property for prefabricated 
elements, allowing systematic creativity  
and efficiency in building.”

Open Source Wood is a continuation  
of Metsa Wood’s project Plan B, launched  
in 2015 as an ambitious blueprint to  
explore the possibilities of using wood  
in urban construction.
Learn more about Open Source Wood  
at metsawood.com/opensourcewood

Metsa wood launches Open Source Wood
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For the last 15 years STS Timber  
Wholesale Pty Ltd has been a proud  
supplier of all outdoor timber. 

Timber for pergolas and carports, pine and  
merbau decking, cypress, mixed species posts,  
treated pine sleepers and all fencing materials.

STS also offers the following custom treatment options:

• CCA Lifewood® – Copper Chrome Arsenate

• ACQ® NatureWood® – Non-Arsenic based preservative formula

• MicroPro Sienna® – Long – Lasting Colour, Non-Arsenic based 
preservative formula

SALES TEAM: Craig Cunningham 0403 050 714  
Danny Kingston 0419 475 791  I  Ange Arendse 0411 313 175

SITES: Dandenong 03 9791 9555  I  Woori Yallock 03 5967 3993

STS TIMBER WHOLESALE PTY LTD

South side 
success story
Local Illawarra builder beats big 
nationals for coveted award.

Local, family-run home-builder Mincove 
Homes has picked up a Master Builders 

Association Award for Best Display Home at 
the 2017 NSW South East Region Awards. 
Known as “Oakwood” it was the only home 
in the Lend Lease Calderwood Valley Display 
Village to win an accolade. Owners Shayne 
and John Howle received the honour at the 
awards ceremony held in the Ulladulla Civic 
Centre on June 17.

Mincove Homes is no stranger to  
industry recognition, having received  
a similar award in 2015 for their impressive 
display home in Shell Cove. 

 A local business success story, Mincove 
Homes has been building homes in the 
Illawarra and Shoalhaven regions of NSW  
for over 18 years. 

 “The reason people choose to build  
with Mincove Homes is the quality of the 
finishes,” says Mincove General Manager 
David King. “Mincove employs all their 
major trades such as bricklayers and 
carpenters and this ensures a high-quality 
finish on every home that we build.

“Shayne and John are very proud  
to win this award and they believe  
the quality of our tradies are a key  
to the success of this business.”

The official judges’ comments on  
the Oakwood were clear about the  
superior design and build of this home. 

 “This was a well-constructed display 
home with different materials and textures 
utilised to give a pleasing effect,” the judges 
said. “Face brick to outside faces with part 
portal frame construction to include a built- 
in gas barbecue with its wood supply was  
a nice touch. The rear fence incorporated 
vertical sleepers to give a rugged warm  
feel which offset the neat Merbau decking.” 

 “The reason people 
choose Mincove 
Homes is the quality 
of the finishes.”

Shayne and John Howle.

TTN373_08-15_news in brief.indd   15 13/7/17   1:52 pm



NEWS IN BRIEF

16    TIMBER TRADER NEWS  /  AUGUST 2017 www.timbertradernews.com

$9.4 million to 
slash red tape for 
small business

The NSW government is investing 
$9.4 million to help small business 

owners to kick-start their business, with 
funds being allocated to the red-tape-
busting Easy to do Business program  
as part of the 2017 NSW Budget. 

Funds will go towards expanding  
the Service NSW-led program across 
metropolitan, regional and rural NSW. 

Minister for Finance, Services and 
Property Victor Dominello says the 
investment in Easy to do Business 
would help slash the time it takes  
for businesses to start trading. 

“Small business owners in NSW make 
a major contribution to our economy with 
the sector paying more than $47 billion in 
wages each year and employing more 
than 1.5 million people,” he says. “The 
Easy to do Business program is a smart 
customer-centric solution which helps  
to navigate all tiers of government  
and streamlines processes across  
the entire business start-up process, 
enabling businesses to focus on 
important tasks like hiring staff.” 

The Easy to do Business initiative  
is delivered by Service NSW in 
partnership with the Customer Service 
Commissioner and the Small Business 
Commissioner. The platform offers 
businesses a single online portal, the 
Business Navigator, for interacting  
with the three tiers of government. 

The program was first trialled in 
Parramatta where it helped to replace up 
to 48 forms across 13 different agencies, 
reducing the average opening time of  
a café, restaurant and small bar from  
18 months down to less than 90 days. 

Earlier this year it was expanded to 
Georges River, Dubbo and the Northern 
Beaches local government areas. 

The injection of funds from the NSW 
Budget will see Easy to do Business 
expand into more areas around the 
state, saving business owners on 
average 57 hours of red tape and 
accelerating the process of starting  
up their business. 

“Easy to do Business is a great 
example of government working for 
small business, helping to create jobs 
and boost our state economy from  
the ground up,” Dominello says.
For more information on the Easy  
to do Business initiative please visit 
service.nsw.gov.au or phone 13 77 88.

Timberlink congratulates the Tasmanian 
Government on being the first Australian 

state to develop a Wood Encouragement 
Policy. Launched yesterday by the 
Honourable Guy Barnett, Minister for 
Resources, the Tasmanian Wood 
Encouragement policy requires that  
the use of wood be considered for  
use in all future public building projects. 

Timberlink’s CEO Ian Tyson says that, 
“This forward-looking policy helps to secure 
the future of the Tasmanian timber industry 
and supports the Tasmanian economy. 
Furthermore, this policy highlights the 

government’s commitment to the 
sustainable building environment that  
can only be achieved through the use  
of timber building materials.” 

Timberlink’s Bell Bay mill is Tasmania’s 
largest softwood mill employer, employing 
about 200 people. Timberlink looks forward 
to working with its Tasmanian mill, 
customers, designers and specifiers  
to maximise the opportunities for  
wood created by this policy. 

“The launch of this policy is certainly 
exciting news for Tasmania and our 
Tasmanian employees,” Tyson says. 

First state to develop WEP

Timberlink applauds the launch of the Tasmanian Wood 
Encouragement Policy.

Victorian government steps in to save jobs at  
Australian Sustainable Hardwoods. 

Timber workers of Heyfield have 
welcomed the announcement that  

the Andrews Government has bought  
the timber mill at Heyfield.

 “Our members, their families and 
community will rest easier knowing that  
the threat of mill closure that has been 
hanging over their heads since January  
has now been lifted,” says Jane Calvert, 
Divisional President of the CFMEU  
Forestry and Furnishing Products Division.

“The union has worked closely with  
both the Hermal Group and the Victorian 
Government to get this outcome. It is  
a bold move for a government to buy  
a sawmill and a huge decision for the  
Hermal Group to agree to sell their asset. 

Axe lifted from the Heyfield mill

“The decision is in the best interests of 
workers and the community but of course 
our work is not finished. We have secured 
an interim wood supply for the mill and  
we have improved the safety net for 
workers so we now have breathing space.

“But no matter who owns the mill it still 
needs a long-term wood supply. We will 
now seek urgent talks with the government 
in order to secure a future wood supply for 
our members across the industry in Victoria 
including our members at the Heyfield mill.

“CFMEU members at the Heyfield mill 
send thanks to all those across Victoria who 
have supported us and stood by us this year. 
On behalf of Heyfield workers, families and 
our communities we are deeply grateful.”
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Aussie architects make WAF INSIDE shortlist 
Our best and brightest compete on the world stage. 

Twenty five Australian architects  
have had projects included on the  

list of projects shortlisted for the World 
Architecture Festival and INSIDE Festival 
that will be held in Berlin from November  
15 to 17 this year

The number of Australian shortlistings 
actually totals 45 – this is because several 
practices have multiple projects that have 
been shortlisted in different categories:  
SJB leads with six, FJMT and Cox have  
four, as does BVN.

Competition will be stiff as the shortlist 
contains a total of 497 projects from around 
the world. In Berlin, each architect will use 
slides and film to present their shortlisted 
projects to a panel of eminent architects 
who will then make the final judgement.

The BVN shortlisted projects are the 
University of Queensland Forgan Smith 
Building (pictured); BHP Billiton workplace  
in Brisbane; McCarthy Tetrault’s workplace  
in Vancouver, Canada; and in association 
with Moller the ASB Waterfront Theatre  
in Auckland, New Zealand.

The UQ Forgan Smith West Wing has 
been reimagined to suit the contemporary 
needs of the TC Beirne School of Law and 
Walter Harrison Law Library. The adaptive 
re-use strategy transformed the restrictive 
central corridor and cellular room layout 
through strategic demolition and addition  
of new parts that support contemporary 
teaching and learning environments. 

The BHP Billiton workplace takes an  
open plan approach, focusing strategic 
principles of efficiency, productivity and 

flexibility to align with the business and 
culture of the company. It was described  
as an “exemplar workplace” when it won  
the named award for Interior Architecture  
in the recent Queensland Awards. 

Design of the McCarthy Tetrault workplace 
is centred on creating a truly collaborative 
environment, with enhanced transparency 

and a refocusing of spatial allocation to 
communal rather than individual space. 

This year’s competition sees the number 
of Australian architects making the shortlist 
increasing from 15 in 2016 to 25 in 2017. 

For more on the festival and awards,  
go to worldarchitecturefestival.com

Shortlisted: the University of 
Queensland Forgan Smith Building.

03 9587 1171 | 1800 335 473
www.hermes.com.au | sales@hermes.com.au

high stock removal rates
long tool life

tough grain

Available in disc or belt form, cloth or paper
Suitable for numerous applications

Zirconia Alumina is a 
that provides 
and for

Hermes Abrasives Australia




ZIRCONIAWhy not try

for your next project?
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World’s first building made from hardwood 
cross-laminated Tulipwood opens in the UK.

Maggie’s Oldham, the world’s first 
building made from hardwood  

cross-laminated timber (CLT), has opened  
in the UK. Designed by dRMM Architects 
and supported by the American Hardwood 
Export Council (AHEC), this is a pivotal 
moment for modern architecture and 
construction. 

Maggie’s is a charity that provides 
practical and emotional support to people 
living with cancer. Built on the grounds of 
specialist NHS cancer hospitals, Maggie’s 
Centres are warm and welcoming places 
with qualified professionals on hand to  P
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than 20 panels of five-layer cross-laminated 
American Tulipwood, ranging in size from 
0.5m to 12m long. 

American Tulipwood CLT was pioneered  
in 2013 by dRMM, AHEC and Arup for its 
unparalleled strength and lightness, speed 
of construction and sustainability. American 
Tulipwood is approximately 70 percent 
stronger in bending than typical CLT grade 
softwood. The structural CLT panels for 
Maggie’s Oldham were developed by  
German CLT specialists, Züblin Timber. 

The first public experiment with this 
building material was the Endless Stair, 

This image: the main kitchen area 
features a slatted ceiling made 
from American Tulipwood and 
an American Walnut counter top. 
Facing page top: the exterior 
of the building with thermally 
modified American Tulipwood 
cladding. Middle: the building 
features a thermo-treated American 
Ash decking.  Bottom: the building 
sits atop 4-metre steel stilts in the 
Royal Oldham Hospital grounds.

offer a programme of support shown to 
improve physical and emotional wellbeing. 

dRMM chose Tulipwood for the design of 
Maggie’s Oldham for the positive influence 
wood has on people and for the beauty, 
strength and warmth inherent to American 
Tulipwood. Wood is known to significantly 
reduce blood pressure, heart rates and 
recovery times – it has more health and 
wellbeing benefits than any other building 
material, according to Wood Housing 
Humanity Report 2015.

This pioneering piece of permanent 
architecture is constructed from more  
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created during the London Design Festival 
2013. Arup’s engineering calculations  
show that the structure could have 
supported 100 people at any one time. 

Tulipwood CLT is one of the most 
sustainable timber species because  
of how fast it replenishes, through  
natural growth alone.

Maggie’s Oldham contains 27.6m3  
American Tulipwood and 1.1m3 American 
Ash, equivalent to around 55.22m3 and 
2.1m3 respectively of sawn wood before 
processing, which in terms comes  
from around 115.7m3 of logs – and  

all these logs will be replaced in just  
120 seconds (108 seconds for the Tulipwood 
and 12 seconds for the Ash). 

DESIGN ELEMENTS 
dRMM co-founder Professor Alex de Rijke’s 
experiments with engineered timber have 
progressed during 30 years in practice and 
academia. The studio’s building and furniture 
projects have pushed the structural, 
environmental and aesthetic properties  
of engineered timber – from plywood to 
engineered softwood – and now to the 
collaborative invention of hardwood CLT. 

“From the Oldham project inception  
we knew it was the right material for 
Maggie’s, not only structurally and visually, 
but conceptually,” de Rijke says. “An 
elevated, open plan, all-timber and glass 
building – with trees growing through it,  
and every detail considered from the 
perspective of use, health and delight –  
was always going to be special.

“Maggie’s Oldham has a built-in,  
very visible holistic design message that 
supports the central aims of the design –  
to uplift and offer hope to people living with 
cancer. The applications for sustainably- 

This image: the building is positioned 
on a sloped garden which provides 
panoramic views of the Pennines. 
Facing page top & middle: the CLT 
panels are curved to follow the 
contours of the glass. Bottom: the 
building’s “hole in the middle”  
encloses a tree growing through  
the centre of the building. 

“The applications  
for sustainably- 
grown hardwood, 
particularly fast-
growing Tulipwood 
CLT, are endless.”

M
A

IN
 I

M
A

G
E

: 
JA

S
M

IN
 S

O
H

I

P
H

O
TO

S
 T

H
IS

 P
A

G
E

: A
LE

X
 D

E
 R

IJ
K

E

TTN373_18-25_Main Feature_Hardwood CLT building.indd   20 13/7/17   3:02 pm



FEATURE STORY

www.timbertradernews.com  TIMBER TRADER NEWS  /  AUGUST 2017    21

grown hardwood, particularly fast- 
growing Tulipwood CLT, are endless. The 
environmental, structural and visual qualities 
are demonstrated explicitly at dRMM’s 
Maggie’s – a manifesto for wood as the 
natural choice for contemporary architecture 
of physical and psychological wellbeing.” 

The main kitchen table around which 
centre visitors are encouraged to sit  
is a design by Barnby & Day that was 
commissioned by de Rijke and AHEC for The 
Wish List project for London Design Festival 
2014. It is built by Benchmark Furniture from 
recycled Tulipwood CLT. The top was left M
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over from The Wish List and the base  
is made from off-cuts of CLT that came  
from the windows and doors of  
Maggie’s Oldham. 

For AHEC, Maggie’s Oldham is one of  
the most important developments in a 
decade of research and development into 
structural timber innovation, and one  
that could broaden the use of CLT in the 
construction industry. The creation of this 
product and significant use of hardwood  
will transform the way architects and 
engineers approach timber construction. 

“This structure proves that hardwoods 
have a role to play in the timber construction 
revolution,” says David Venables, European 
director of AHEC. “All our previous projects 
– Timber Wave, Out of the Woods, the 
Endless Stair and The Wish List – have been 
significant projects, but this centre proves 
that a building made of Tulipwood CLT  
is possible, and it can be done on a strict 
budget and in record time. dRMM also 
believes in the potential of Tulipwood  
CLT as bringing a revolutionary new  
element to wood construction.” 

ABOUT TULIPWOOD CLT  
AND SUSTAINABILITY 
Tulipwood is the fourth most abundant 
timber in US hardwood forests, representing 
seven percent of the total growth, only 

exceeded by American Red Oak  
(18 percent), White Oak (15 percent) and 
Soft Maple (11 percent). It grows in all 
33 states that are home to US hardwoods 
(generally on the eastern side of the 
country) and is most abundant in North 
Carolina, Virginia and West Virginia. 

And it is under-exploited. Not only is  
the amount of growth greater than the  
level of harvesting in every state, but in  
all of them the harvest level is less than  
half of the growth level. This is partly 
because Tulipwood is a fast-growing  
timber and regenerates, not only by  
natural reseeding, but also by re-growing 
from the stumps of harvested trees.

“This structure 
proves that 
hardwoods have  
a role to play  
in the timber 
construction 
revolution.”

In addition, and particularly useful in 
structural applications, it has a very high 
strength-to-weight ratio – that is, it is much 
stronger than one would expect for the 
weight. American Tulipwood CLT is around 
three times stronger and stiffer in rolling 
shear than its softwood equivalent. 

Like all timbers, Tulipwood is a carbon 
store. Calculations show that, at the point  
at which the Tulipwood reached the factory 
in Germany where the CLT is fabricated – 
after felling, sawing, drying and transport – 
it was still storing far more CO2 than had 
been generated through its processing  
and transport. 

ABOUT dRMM
dRMM is a London-based studio of  
architects and designers, founded in 1995  
by Alex de Rijke, Philip Marsh and Sadie 
Morgan. The practice takes pride in carrying 
out work that is innovative, high-quality and 
socially useful. dRMM has a track record  
of creating extraordinary architecture within 
the standard constraints of the construction 
industry. Their radical projects are led by site, 
client needs, concept and construction, rather 
than formulaic or style-based decisions. They 
are known for such high-profile projects as 
Kingsdale School Hall, Hastings Pier, Endless 
Stair, Sliding House and Faraday House  
at the Battersea Power Station. 

The exterior of the building, with thermally- 
modified American Tulipwood cladding.
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Since 2000 dRMM has pioneered  
the use of engineered timber as the  
most relevant material for 21st century 
architecture. The practice’s timber research 
includes the prize-winning prefabricated 
timber housing method Wood Blocks, a 
solution to the UK’s housing shortage which 
reduces building costs by 40 percent and 
construction times by 25 percent. The studio 
co-invented Tulipwood CLT in 2013. 

TIMBER CREDITS 
CLT Tulipwood structural panels 
developed by Züblin Timber (zueblin-
timber.com). Tulipwood lumber  
supplied by Middle Tennessee Lumber 
(midtnlumber.com). External Tulipwood 
cladding designed by dRMM, machined 
by Morgan Timber (morgantimber.co.uk), 
from thermally-modified Tulipwood 
lumber supplied by Northland Forest 
Products (northlandforest.com).

Above and middle: the 
building’s “hole in the 

middle”encloses a tree growing 
through the centre of the 

building. Below: The main 
kitchen area features a slatted 

ceiling made from American 
Tulipwood.  
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WATT ABOUT 
THE WORKPLACE

Independent contractors – 
tips and traps
Understanding your 
obligations when 
hiring contractors.

P
H

O
TO

: 
S

TO
C

K
-A

S
S

O
/S

H
U

TT
E

R
S

TO
C

K
.C

O
M

• Is the worker required to take out their 
own insurances and indemnity policies?

• Who pays the business expenses?
• Which party bears the cost if deadlines 

are not met, or work needs rectifi cation?

It is an offence under the Fair Work Act 
2009 for an employer/hirer to represent 
an employment relationship as a contractor 
arrangement. This is known as “sham 
contracting”, and can attract very high 
penalties.

WHAT ABOUT THE 80% RULE?
Many people believe (erroneously) that 
if a contractor does 80 percent or more 
of their work for one business, then they 
are no longer a contractor.

This is not a factor used to determine 
the difference between an employee 
and a contractor. Although, truth be told, 
if someone is doing more than 80 percent 
of their work for one business, it’s likely 
that they are not actually a genuine 
independent contractor.

The 80 percent rule relates to the 
way a contractor reports their income 
in their own tax return, and also governs 
what deductions can be claimed pre-tax. 
This rule determines the treatment of 
Personal Services Income.

OWNER DRIVERS
States and territories can legislate about 
owner drivers within their jurisdiction. 
Check your local requirements.

In Western Australia, hirers are required 
to ensure that owner drivers they engage 
as contractors have copies of the current 
guideline rates of pay and information booklet. 
There are also laws in WA prohibiting delays 
in payment to owner driver contractors. 
The Victorian situation is very similar. Hirers 
must give owner drivers an information 
booklet and the current rates schedule.

Determining the 
difference between 
an employee and 
a contractor can be 
diffi cult, and depends 
on a number of 
different factors. 

Throughout the timber industry in 
Australia, many businesses use 

contractors. There is, unfortunately, 
a great deal of confusion about the rules 
surrounding contractors, and a signifi cant 
minority of businesses could be at risk of 
prosecution and fi nes for inappropriately 
managed working relationships.

WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN AN EMPLOYEE 
AND A CONTRACTOR?
Determining the difference between an 
employee and a contractor can be diffi cult, 
and depends on a number of different 
factors. The ATO web site (ato.gov.au) has 
an excellent decision tool that can help 
identify whether someone is likely to be an 
employee or a contractor. It is not defi nitive, 
and couldn’t be considered advice about 
anyone’s individual situation. It does 
cover most of the factors that would be 
considered by a court when deciding 
whether a particular relationship is 
employment or contracting.

THE FACTORS THAT NEED TO 
BE CONSIDERED INCLUDE:
• The level of control exercised by the 

employer/hirer, ie, who decides when, 
where and how the work is performed.

• Whether the worker publicly runs a 
business and advertises their services 
as available for hire, or if the worker is 
required to wear a uniform bearing the 
logo of the employer/hirer.

• Whether there is a right to suspend 
or dismiss.

• Can the worker subcontract some 
of the work?

• Whether the worker is remunerated 
by wages or salary, or if the worker 
must submit invoices.

• Whether the worker or the employer/ 
hirer supplies tools and equipment.

TTN373_24-25_watt about workplace.indd   24 13/7/17   1:53 pm



www.timbertradernews.com  TIMBER TRADER NEWS  /  AUGUST 2017    25

WORKERS COMPENSATION
Even genuine independent contractors may 
well be “deemed workers” for the purposes 
of workers’ compensation. The rules about 
superannuation for contractors, and even 
for contractors’ employees, are different in 
each state and territory.

INSURANCES
Genuine independent contractors need to 
be able to demonstrate to hirers that they 
hold appropriate insurances, such as:
• Public liability insurance;
• Professional indemnity insurance;

WATT ABOUT THE WORKPLACE

Emma Watt is an industrial relations consultant who has, for many years, provided advice and assistance to employers 
in the timber industry. She currently advises timber and hardware members of the MGA. Emma is very keen to make 
sure that employers know their rights and obligations so they can sleep well at night. 

Forestry contractors are covered by special 
rules in Victoria. The Victorian Forestry 
Contractors Information Booklet is aimed 
specifi cally at small businesses operating 
in the forestry industry in that state.

SUPERANNUATION
A hirer is required to make superannuation 
contributions on behalf of a contractor if the 
contract is wholly or principally for labour. 
There are some differences in the way this 
is applied, and it is defi nitely worth checking 
your particular circumstances.

If you engage a contractor to perform 
administrative work (ie, the contract is 
wholly or principally for their labour), they 
are required to perform the work personally, 
and they are paid according to their hours 
worked, then it is entirely possible that you 
would be required to make superannuation 
contributions on their behalf.

INCOME TAX
Employers have an obligation to withhold 
income tax from payments made to 
employees (PAYG). Hirers are required 
to withhold PAYG if the contractor does 
not supply a proper tax invoice.

If a subsequent assessment of the 
relationship by the ATO determines that 
the person doing the work was, in fact, 
an employee rather than a contractor, 
then the employer could be prosecuted for 
failing to comply with their tax obligations.
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• Workers compensation insurance 
(although note that often sole traders 
can’t get this type of insurance).

WORKPLACE SAFETY
Employers and hirers are responsible for 
the health and safety of all workers at their 
workplace, regardless of whether they are 
employees or contractors. Even if you have 
hired a contractor for their specialist skills 
and knowledge, you should still ensure that 
they work safely. When contractors come 
onto your site, make sure they complete 
any induction that you have deemed 
appropriate for all visitors to the site. 

THE FRAMEQUIP NOG MASTER
Cut nogs and studs in one cut and then nail them together!

For more information contact Rob Amour  

  0423 732 275       rob@framequip.com.au

● SAVES TIME ● MORE EFFICIENT
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TIMBER FLOOR NEWS

changed, the floor settled and the nails were 
left proud of the timber’s surface.

DRY ROT (PIC 2. 2A)
Another common floor failure caused  
by poor sub floor ventilation is rot. The 
underside of the floorboards absorb 
moisture, eventually rotting the timber to 
the point of decay. Over a period of time  
the structure of the floor is compromised 
and unable to support foot traffic.

TERMITES (PIC 3. 3A) 
The low profile sub floor spaces  
commonly found under floors installed  
on battens over concrete substrates are 
prone to termite attack, particularly where 
the concrete slab adjoins a poorly vented 
joist and bearer system. 

Consumers are, on the whole, totally 
oblivious to the role of the ventilation bricks 
in their building, particularly those around 
the perimeter of the sub floor space, while 
builders and flooring contractors – who 
should know better – frequently dismiss the 
importance of maintaining the integrity of 
ventilation in the sub floor space. In both 
instances, understanding the purpose  
and practice philosophy around ventilation 
bricks will provide the parties with the 
necessary knowledge to make educated 
decisions and choices. 

On the subject of ventilation and air vents, 
it’s not the size of the vent that matters but 

BRICE ON BOARDS
with Sharon and Ray Brice

Sub floor ventilation
Ensure your floors will last  
by taking precautions from 
the beginning. 

It would be fair to say that, since the 
introduction of concrete raft foundations, 

traditional tongue and groove floors over 
joist and bearer systems are no longer the 
default substrate. Hence it would seem that 
many flooring contractors faced with the 
care, refurbishment or a new installation  
of this type of floor lack the specific 
knowledge needed. And perhaps, this  
is also the reason sub-floor ventilation –  
the key to ensuring the long-term stability 
and performance of these floors in  
service – is often overlooked by the  
person measuring, quoting and conducting 
the preliminary site inspection.

Adding an extension to a period or 
character home has become common 
practice. Often the new extension is 
constructed over a concrete slab which  
abuts the original structure obstructing  
the air vents and minimising air flow under 
the floor, which compromises ventilation  
in the sub floor space. The Building Code  
of Australia (BCA) details ventilation 
requirements to limit the moisture content of 
timbers in enclosed sub-floor spaces. Given 
the varying climate zones across Australia, it’s 
important to reference the BCA for the 
information relevant to your area.

Above: tenting

Ventilation of the sub floor space is as 
essential to the long-term stability of a floor 
as maintaining the equilibrium of moisture 
content in the service area above. Cupping, 
doming or tenting of timber or timber 
products installed over a joist and bearer 
system are common symptoms of 
excessive moisture build-up. The photos 
below show tenting in a recently refurbished 
floor, adjacent to a perimeter wall where the 
air vents have been blocked with concrete 
from a newly poured foundation slab.

Moisture build-up in sub floor spaces is 
also known to attract vermin and termites 
who, once attracted to the area, may 
continue on to infest other timber elements 
in the dwelling. Moisture build-up also 
promotes the development of moulds which 
can cause the premature breakdown or 
rotting of timber components and potentially 
impact the health of the inhabitants, 
particularly asthma sufferers and those 
susceptible to respiratory illness.

The examples on the opposite page are 
from some floor failures we have come 
across in our investigations.

NAIL POPPING (PIC 1, 1A) 
The symptoms in this case were nail 
popping as seen in picture 1. Picture 1a 
shows that the floor had released from the 
joist due to inadequate sub floor ventilation 
– humidity built up in the sub floor space, 
causing the floorboards to expand and lift  
off of the joist. When the sub floor climate 

TTN373_26-27_Brice on boards.indd   26 13/7/17   1:56 pm



www.timbertradernews.com  TIMBER TRADER NEWS  /  AUGUST 2017    27

TIMBER FLOOR NEWS

the size of the air spaces or holes in the 
vent that determines the number of vents 
necessary per lineal metre of wall space.

Not all vents are created equal, hence 
there is a formula for calculating the number 
of vents required depending on individual 
design and the placement spacing. It goes 
something like this:

1. Net ventilation area of one vent  
= the number of holes x area of each 
hole (mm²).

2. Maximum vent spacing (mm)  
= net ventilation area of one vent (mm²) 
minimum ventilation area required 
(mm²/m) x 1000(mm/m)

3. Required number of vents for each 
wall = length of wall (mm) ÷ max vent 
space (mm) rounded up to the nearest 
whole number.

4. Actual vent spacing = wall length  
÷ (required number of vents + 1).  
Check that this does not place them 
more than 600mm from a corner

For effective venting and vermin inspection 
purposes the recommended minimum 
clearance for a sub floor space is 400mm, 
measured between ground level and the 
underside of the floor framing components. 
However this space may be reduced to 
150mm if the ground slopes away or where 
a continuous material or chemical termite 
barrier is applied. 

The sub floor space must be void of 
building materials, accumulated rubbish and 
vegetation. Where possible, enter the sub 
floor space, check for the presence of mould 
or rot, scrape away some of the soil and 
look for past signs of moisture ingress and 
take photos to support your findings. 
Moisture test the underside and 
corresponding upper surface of the  
flooring platform to which the new  
flooring will be installed. 

Should access to the sub floor space be 
restricted, look around the building, check 
that there are adequate vents around the 
perimeter and that they are free of debris 
which may restrict airflow. Carry a pencil  
or similar implement to push through the  
vents to verify that they are not blocked or 
restricted on the sub floor side. Check to see 
if the air coming through the vents is musty 
or damp smelling. Sub floor ventilation is 
vital, not only for the health of the occupants 
but the health of the building itself – both 
want to be around for a long time. Correct 
sub floor ventilation makes the area under 
the floor less attractive to destructive 

termites, the growth of mould, bacteria  
and premature rotting.

Site drainage is also important. Water 
should be prevented from entering the  
sub floor space, while the ground around 
the perimeter of a suspended floor should 
be graded to ensure that run-off water 
drains away from and does not pool adjacent 
to the building. 

Structural timber floors installed on 
battens are not exempt from issues  
caused by lack of ventilation. Even though 
the space is quite small it’s still an air space 
and as such requires ventilation. Moisture 
from the concrete substrate to which the 
battens are fixed is enough to cause termite 
infestation, mould and timber rot.

It’s not uncommon for decks, verandas  
or room extensions to be built abutting 
building perimeters. In these situations  
it‘s important to supplement the existing  
air vents to ensure adequate cross flow 

1

2

3

1a

2a

3a

Above: nail popping

Above: dry rot    

Above: termite attack

ventilation and eliminate “dead spaces”  
and the potential for moisture build-up. 
Should it not be possible or practical to 
place additional vents – as may be the  
case with older buildings – a mechanical 
ventilation system should be installed.

Sub floor ventilation should not be  
taken lightly. A good assessment will  
ensure the longevity of the floor. However  
it is not an estimator or installer’s job to fix 
sub floor problems but rather to identify 
issues that might compromise the existing 
structures and the surface on or over which 
they will be working, bringing them to the 
attention of the homeowner, builder or 
project manager. For this reason some 
knowledge of the Building Code of  
Australia guidelines for sub floor  
ventilation requirements and the  
ventilation requirements for T & G  
structural floors installed over joist  
and bearer systems is essential. 

Ray and Sharon Brice specialise in mediation training and project management. They have four decades of experience  
in the flooring industry. Phone: 0407 591 697  |  Email: rayandsharon@timbertradernews.com
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 TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT

Unlike many other more “glamorous” 
industries, the timber industry is not 

often considered as an attractive career 
option by young people today. But the 
survival of the industry depends upon  
our youth – the fresh recruits of today  
could well become the industry leaders  
of tomorrow. So why don’t many young 
people see it as a viable career choice?

Young blood
Encouraging more young people into the timber 
industry is crucial to its survival – but where to start?
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“One clear reason is they don’t know 
what is in the industry and they aren’t aware 
of the career paths that are available,” says 
June Dunleavy, general manager, TABMA 
Training. “They might think, ‘I’m good with 
my hands and with tools, I want to be an 
apprentice carpenter’. It’s really easy to 
dimension what that role is all about. But 
they don’t see something like the frame and 

truss sector as being a viable career path. 
“But if you went on to do a traineeship in 

estimating and detailing, not only would you 
get to use computers and computer-aided 
design software, your attention to detail, 
your costing, your ability to design timber 
structures for residential and commercial – 
you get to use a lot of good skills that a lot 
of these kids would have. But they don’t 

know about it – there is a huge 
communication and awareness gap there.”

Dunleavy believes that the best way to 
address this gap is by starting with schools.  
For instance, woodworking teachers could 
educate their students about the many 
different career paths that are available in 
the timber industry – not just carpentry.

“We should educate the Year 10, 11  
and 12s about the many career pathways  
in the industry, and that if they started in 
another area in the timber industry they 
could still potentially go on and become  
a carpenter,” Dunleavy says. “But at  
the end of the day, carpenters wear out  
– it’s a very physical job. They often get  
to their mid-40s and they want to get off  
the tools. So an alternative pathway is for 
experienced carpenters to do estimating  
and detailing, because they can already  
read plans, they can already design timber 
structures and they have an idea of the 
costings involved.”

TABMA TRAINING
TABMA Training (originally known as FITEC 
Australia) is a national training provider that 
was formed back in 1998. They deliver 
nationally recognised vocational qualifications 
and a range of short course training across  
all sectors of the forest and timber industry, 
including sales, warehousing, logistics, 
business management, forklift licensing  
and chainsaw skills.

“Basically it was an RTO [registered 
training organisation] that was specifically 
set up for the forest and timber industry,” 
Dunleavy says. “It specialises in 

“We should educate 
the Year 10, 11 and 
12s about the many 
career pathways 
in the industry.”
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 TRAINING & DEVELOPMENT

qualifications such as forest growing  
and management, timber manufactured 
products, sawmilling, frame and truss, 
harvesting and haulage and forest 
operations. Some of the clients we have  
are HQ Plantations and Hyne Timber, and 
we’re now rolling out a program for existing 
workers for Parkside. We do a lot of work 
with companies like Parkside and Hudsons – 
they’re the clients that are really committed 
to taking on trainees, and that’s how  
they’re growing their business.”

The organisation is not just for trainees 
and apprentices who are new to the 
industry – TABMA Training also offers 
training for existing employees. 

“The Palaszczuk government in 
Queensland has offered some very good 

been earmarked for future supervisory and 
sale rep positions within the company, 
which was a great result. They got free 
qualifications, they’ve been upskilled, 
they’ve got a lot more knowledge about  
the industry and they’ve been identified  
as future leaders in that business. It’s  
a tremendous win-win for ITI.”

SUCCESS STORIES
Dunleavy has seen many such success 
stories during her time at TABMA Training, 
including the youngest ever student to 
complete a Certificate 3 in frame and  
truss design and manufacture.

“He’s a young man who works for his 
father’s business,” she says. “He was 16 
when he completed his Certificate 3 and he 
is now doing his Certificate 4 in frame and 
truss design. He is already doing estimating 
and detailing for his father’s business in 
Tamworth – he’s a real success story.”

TABMA Training generally has about a  
95 percent successful completion rate for its 
qualifications. Trainees have been employed 
by their host, they’ve gone on to complete 
their certificate and then they’ve remained in 
that employment. It’s by encouraging young 
people to enter the industry in this manner 
and then offering them pathways  
to succeed that will guarantee a healthy 
future for the timber industry.

“The timber industry has an ageing 
population – a lot of workers are 50-plus,” 
Dunleavy says. “So if employers in this 
industry don’t look at the future, then they’re 
going to find that what’s happened to the 
frame and truss sector – where there is an 
absolute critical shortage of estimators and 
detailers – will happen to them. They’re 
going to have to look at getting unskilled 
workers in or sending work offshore to Asia. 
They won’t be able to grow their business  
or keep up with demand.”

Dunleavy believes that it will require a 
concerted effort from people in the timber 
industry to ensure young people continue to 
have attractive employment opportunities in 
the industry, and to ensure the message is 
getting out there that the timber industry is 
a fantastic career pathway to follow. 

“Not all young people are going to go  
on to university,” she says. “And the big 
difference is, when you finish university  
you come out with a massive bill at the  
end of it, whereas if you go down the 
traineeship path, you come out with  
a qualification that can lead to further 
studies and you’re also employed –  
there is a huge difference there.” 

For more information head to 
tabmatraining.edu.au

“If employers in this 
industry don’t look  
at the future… they 
won’t be able to  
grow their business 
or keep up with 
demand.”

incentives for organisations, and not only  
to put on new trainees. As of January 1  
this year they have also opened it up to 
upskilling existing workers,” Dunleavy says. 
“That allows organisations – particularly in 
the timber industry where we focus a lot of 
our efforts – to upskill their existing workers. 
And that’s what we’re doing with Parkside – 
we’re doing training in sawmilling, timber 
merchandising and Certificate 3 in business.”

Another example of the work that  
TABMA Training has done to upskill  
existing workers is at ITI Australia. 

“A couple of years ago Michael Shadbolt 
[ITI director] came to me,” Dunleavy says. 
“He and his father Paul [managing director] 
wanted to replicate a cadetship-type 
program. So they recruited 16 trainees to  
ITI spread across the country, and the main 
purpose of this cadetship program was to 
skill them up in the timber industry. But it 
was also to develop this group of young 
people coming through so that ITI could 
have future leaders, managers and sales 
reps – specialists in their business.

“We customised a program to suit the 
business. We started with a Certificate 3  
in timber merchandising, which they all 
successfully completed, and out of the  
16, 13 went on to do a dual Certificate 4  
in leadership and management and a 
Certificate 4 in business-to-business sales. 
Over that two-year period we retained all of 
them and out of the 13, half of them have 

Above: ITI Australia management cadetship group.
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“It has been my 
pleasure and honour 
to be part of the 
MiTek story both 
in Australia and 
overseas.”
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Retirement announcement
Stephen Fray, Group President, MiTek International

When I was recruited to manage 
MiTek Australia, then known as 

Gang-Nail Australia Ltd, on the fi rst day 
of February 1989, I never thought in 
my wildest dreams I would still be here 
some 28 years later… and what amazing 
transformations would take place over 
the next three decades. 

In those early days we didn’t have email, 
and computers were only just beginning 
to make their presence felt – as was the 
case with mobile phones, which were 
more like bricks than the smart phone 
technology of today. Communication was 
by letter or that new technology (the fax) 
and everything was much slower. 

Technology has been a signifi cant 
driver for our industry, and adapting 
and embracing change has made a huge 
impact on the way we do things today. 
MiTek has always been the leader in the 
development of the truss and frame 
industry, both in Australia and around 
the world, and looking, ahead I believe 
there are only positive signs on the horizon. 

Although change is inevitable, learning 
to make the most of change is a challenge 
we all have to come to terms with if we 
want to guarantee our future success. 
Here at MiTek that change is upon us 
and it is now time for me to move on. 

It has been my pleasure and honour 
to be part of the MiTek story both in 
Australia and overseas. However, more 

AUTOBUILD NEWS

importantly, my greatest satisfaction 
has been with the engagement 
of the people who I have met 
over the years and the privilege 
of working with them (both 
customers and staff). This is 
what I will miss the most! 

I must say that something I do 
regret is that in recent years as my 
role with MiTek has widened, my 
direct contact with customers and 
staff has diminished and I have 
been unable to maintain the close 
relationship that we’ve had in the 
early years. Nonetheless, “out of 
sight” was never “out of mind”. 

My last day will offi cially be at the 
end of this year so I will still have 
time to catch up with some, if not 
all of you before I leave, and that’s 
why I’m providing notice of my 
departure well in advance. 

Like any successful business, 
a company is only as good as the 
company it keeps and the people 
who make up the fabric of its culture. 
MiTek has a strong team throughout 
the company with a solid vision for 
the future and an ongoing commitment 
to our customers. 

 So to all of you that I have worked 
with over the years, I wish you a 
happy and successful future. 
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a great partnership!

The scale of business success can 
be measured by the strength of your 
business partnerships 

For more information contact Multinail Australia  
enquiry@multinail.com

Start of construction for 
the world’s tallest engineered 
timber offi ce building. 

Acting Premier and Minister for 
Infrastructure and Planning Jackie 

Trad and Impact Investment Group joined 
Lendlease in Brisbane on June 22 to 
celebrate the launch of what’s set to be 
the tallest engineered timber offi ce building 
in the world, 25 King (formerly 5 King). 

Earlier this year, 25 King was acquired by 
leading Australian Impact Fund Manager, 
Impact Investment Group (IIG), their second 
commercial building in the $2.9 billion 
Brisbane Showgrounds redevelopment. 

At a height of almost 45 metres, the 
ground-plus-nine-storey tower designed by 

Engineered 
timber is King
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Detailers, step up to the 
productivity that a true 
multi-user environment can 
bring to your business

manager

For more information contact Multinail Australia  
enquiry@multinail.com

architect Bates Smart will become the future 
home of global engineering fi rm Aurecon. 
The tower includes three bespoke 
ground level retail tenancies built using 
revolutionary building timber technologies –  
cross laminated timber (CLT) and glulam 
(glue laminated timber) which has 
a structural strength akin to traditional 
concrete and steel. 

Mark Menhinnitt, Lendlease’s Managing 
Director, Urban Regeneration says 
Lendlease is extremely proud to be 
delivering the next generation of 
sustainable workplaces with state-
of-the-art technology in Queensland. 

“25 King is set to become the tallest and 
largest engineered timber offi ce building in the 
world, which is a wonderful achievement for 
the Brisbane Showgrounds precinct,” he says.

“Lendlease has a proven track record 
of creating socially-, environmentally- 
and economically-sustainable precincts 
around the world.” 

Minister Trad says 25 King is breaking 
new ground in its use of structural timber 
in a building of its type and size. 

“These materials are sustainable, strong 
and light, with a structural strength akin to 
the traditional concrete and steel,” she says.

 “This is a great example of the type 
of development we’ll be seeing more 
of in the future, and it puts Queensland 
at the forefront of cutting edge sustainable 
construction practices.” 

Constructed with wood, CLT has a far 
lower carbon footprint than other building P
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materials, the production process produces 
zero waste and timbers are sourced from 
certifi ed, sustainably-managed forests.

25 King will feature controlled lighting, 
heating and cooling from a single interface, 
and large glass areas will maximise natural 
daylight, while sunshades on the western 
and eastern façades will reduce energy 
consumption, which will further reduce 

the building’s carbon footprint. 
Lendlease is committed to achieving 

sustainable solutions, with 25 King targeting 
a 6 Star Green Star Design and As Built v1.1 
and a NABERS Energy 5 Star rating. The 
tower is serviced by 56 car parks over 
one basement level, electric vehicle charging 
points and has 152 bike racks, 
16 showers and 158 lockers. 

Chris Lock, CEO, Impact Investment 
Group, says 25 King is a great demonstration 
of how IIG invests in property. 

“We’re committed to helping move 
Australia to a low-carbon future,” he says. 
“We look for property investments with 
excellent potential for environmental 
sustainability; where we can fund best-in-
class construction, or actively manage 
existing properties to drive energy effi ciency 
and very positive social outcomes. 

“We believe our approach helps 
drive demand for real estate that 
benefi ts the environment and the 
wider community, and ultimately delivers 
attractive returns for IIG’s investors.” 

25 King is due for completion in late 
2018, with Lendlease’s Building business 
developing and building the asset. Lendlease 
will continue to work with its partners to 
lease the approximately 7900 square metres 
of remaining offi ce space. 

25 King is Lendlease’s fi fth engineered 
timber building in Australia and joins 
International House Sydney, Forte 
Apartments and Library at The Dock 
in Melbourne, and Jordan Springs 
Community Hub in Western Sydney. 
For more information about Brisbane 
Showgrounds, please visit 
workkingstreet.com
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“This is a great 
example of the type 
of development 
we’ll be seeing more 
of in the future.”

P
H

O
TO

: 
LE

N
D

LE
A

S
E

TTN373_32-34_autobuild_tallest building.indd   34 13/7/17   2:00 pm



Visit mitek.com.au for all guidelines

AUTOBUILD NEWS

www.timbertradernews.com  TIMBER TRADER NEWS  /  AUGUST 2017    35

In my previous life as a truss detailer,  
I simply accepted any anti-split plates  

the software designed without too  
much thought. Since becoming a  
qualified engineer, I don’t often get  
queried why they are necessary either.  
I can only assume that other detailers  
also include anti-splits into their designs 
without question, just like I did. 

But what are they really there for?
Put bluntly, it’s primarily there to resist 

tension force perpendicular to grain, which 
would otherwise literally tear the timber 
section apart. As a naturally-grown organic 
material, timber is made up of long strands 
of fibre which are “glued” together. The 
strands are very effective in resisting 
longitudinal forces, but they separate  
easily when the strands are pulled apart  
in perpendicular tension. This force  
was described in 2001 by the American 
Wood Council as, “The evil of all wood 
connections”.

While undertaking my engineering studies 
at the University of Southern Queensland in 
2012, I had the opportunity of investigating 
this effect on truss joints. I now know what 

By Craig Klinge, Fabricator Support Manager/Engineer

Tension perpendicular: the  
evil of all wood connections

GN GUIDELINES  NO.241

ANOTHER MITEK ADVANTAGE – AUGUST 2017

a critical issue they are in trusses! 
A tension perpendicular failure has the 

potential to lead to sudden catastrophic 
collapse, and should therefore be avoided  
at all costs. For this reason, the Timber 
Design Standard assigns conservatively low 
strength for this effect, and when it’s likely 
to be exceeded other ways of holding the 
cross section together must be found. 

So, in what situations are we likely to 
encounter significant tension perpendicular 
to grain force? In trusses, they are 
commonly found at bottom chords of  
girders where it intersects with webs, 
where hangers are located and where they 
are tied down to supports with very high 
uplift. The forces in these joints try to tear 
(or split) the bottom chord fibres apart, 
hence the name for anti-split plates.

A Gang-Nail plate in a truss joint is usually 
centred equally between the webs and the 
bottom chord. If the bottom chord is a deep 
member, the bite depth of the plate into the 
bottom chord may be relatively shallow 
(Figure 1). This results in an upward force 
acting at the top half of the bottom chord. 
When there is an opposite force pulling 

down the bottom half of the bottom chord, 
such as from short hangers or support tie 
downs, tension perpendicular occurs,  
which tries to pull the timber fibres apart.

There are several possible ways to 
combat this effect. One is to apply anti-split 
plates on both sides of the joint to hold the 
bottom chord member together. Another 
more effective method is to increase the 
size and bite of the Gang-Nail plate deep 
into the lower half of the bottom chord.

Figure 2 shows a tension perpendicular 
failure which occurred under test conditions 
when there was only a 45mm bite depth 
into a 140mm bottom chord. Should this 
occur to a real truss on site it could result  
in catastrophic failure to the roof structure. 
According to Hanson and Eva (2011),  
11 percent of building failures which 
occurred in Germany during heavy snow  
in the winter of 2005/2006 were attributed 
to tension perpendicular to grain failure.

So whenever you see anti-split plates  
in your truss designs, you can rest  
assured that they have been placed  
there for a very good reason. 

Figure 1: Tension perpendicular line Figure 2: Tension perpendicular failure
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Once again it was great to see Frame 
Australia talking about what’s happening 

in the Australian market. The advancements 
in offsite prefabrication 
are innovative and exciting, as architects, 
builders and consumers are starting 
to recognise the benefi ts of offsite 
prefabrication, which opens up great new 
markets for the frame and truss industry.

There is no doubt that CLT is sexy, 
but opportunities are also there for our 
sector with lightweight offsite construction, 
which will take up a greater portion of 
the new market space.

With this in mind, the fi rst meeting 
of the Frame and Truss Mid-Rise Market 
Implementation Group (MIG) was held on 
June 21. The response by fabricators has 
been fantastic, with 14 fabricators joining 
the MIG from Queensland, New South 
Wales, South Australia and Victoria.

The project aim for the group is
to investigate, discuss and develop 
collaboratively with the Australian 
frame and truss sector and supply chain 
prefabricated timber-framed construction 
system solutions for the four-plus storey 
mid-rise construction market.

The only way we can successfully develop 
products and achieve in this new market is 
by working together, sharing information and 
fi nding solutions. The aim 
is collaboration and ensuring that we don’t 
look at each other as competition, as our 
competition is clearly concrete and steel.

Builders and developers want faster 
delivery, direct savings, improved safety 
on the worksite along with reduced 
infrastructure, reduced foundations 
and a lower environmental impact, and 

this is what our sector can deliver.
It was unanimously agreed that 

developers and builders need to be 
educated about the safety, speed and 
cost of prefabricated systems and also 
how to build these buildings correctly.

It was pointed out that builders’ 
awareness going from the residential 
to mid-rise was huge, and most won’t 
know what steps they need to take 
next, which provides a great opportunity 
for industry to guide them.  

Another area identifi ed as needing 
education was building inspectors, especially 
given that in some instances 
the walls will be fully enclosed upon 
delivery. So where does the inspection 

The project aim 
for the group is 
to investigate, 
discuss and develop 
prefabricated timber-
framed construction 
system solutions for 
the four-plus storey 
mid-rise construction 
market.

Future solutions 
for our industry
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The only way we can 
successfully achieve in 
this new market is by 
working together.

For more information contact Kersten Gentle on 0418 226 242

happen – at the site or in the factory?
Skills and training with fabricators’ 

business was another area identified as 
important moving forward. This includes 
training of frame and truss staff on the 
different construction methods, acoustics 
and fire system requirements. It was felt 
that the fabrication staff were well trained 
so they could pass on information and 
educate their building clients, but first we 
need to better clarify who is responsible for 
what and develop training needs from there.

The nail plate companies all play a key role 
as the developers of the system design and 
engineering software. If we are offering  
a solutions-based approach, we need to 
provide certainty for builders to turn to  
the fabricators and not revert back to the 
engineers for the solutions. This ensures  
the fabricators are providing greater  
services and should therefore be financially 
rewarded for doing so.

Forest Wood Products Australia are  
the key with this whole project as they are 
working through their pilot program directly 
with architects, designers, builders and 
engineers to promote the benefits of timber 
solutions in four-plus storey buildings. They 
are also undertaking great training initiatives 
that will benefits our sector, such as training 
through the Australian Institute of Building 
Surveyors, ensuring key misconceptions are 
addressed with inspectors/certifiers.

Fabricators can also assist in the 
promotion of timber in construction by 
ensuring they are signed up to Wood 
Naturally Better. Visit the website at 
woodsolutions.com.au and sign up, but 
also look at all the amazing work that is 
being done by FWPA. The events in 
education, the education kits for students 
and teachers and the huge amount of 
resources that you can use, that your 

builders can use and best of all that 
consumers can use to educate themselves 
about the benefits in building in timber.

The other site I encourage you to visit is 

makeitwood.org/youcould which has  
a number of short YouTube videos including 
one on housing. These materials are there 
for you to use. Please do. 

Above: (L-R) Tim Woods (Industry Edge), Charlie Hutchins (Hundegger Australasia) and Arthur Potter 
(Universal Trusses) at Frame Australia.
Below: (L-R) McKay Timber’s Brett McKay and Glenn Britton with WoodSolutions’ David Byland.
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Where’s Paul?
Truss Talk will be  
back next month.

VicForests has released its 2017 Resource 
Outlook, which forecasts the amount of 

high-quality timber that can be commercially 
supplied from state forests  
in eastern Victoria on a sustainable basis.

Nathan Trushell, acting CEO VicForests, 
says the Resource Outlook is developed 
using a range of systems and processes.

“The Outlook models how much wood is 
in the available forest, how much it will grow 
over time and how much timber is likely to 
be produced when harvested,” he says.  
“We have invested heavily in improving  
this modelling process over recent years.

“The model is updated regularly to 
account for changes in the forest and  
market conditions, and the results are  
used to forecast future sales and guide 
timber harvesting levels.”

VicForests separate the timber  
species they supply into two  
categories, Ash and mixed species.

The 2017 Resource Outlook forecasts 
mixed species sawlog supply to yield 
between 100,000m3 and 115,000 m3  
each year for the next five years.

Ash sawlog supply is forecast to  
be at a level of 153,000m3 per year for  
the next three years and then 130,000m3 
per year from 2020/21.

“The forecast for available Ash sawlog has 
reduced by 88,000m3 per year since  

VicForests Resource Outlook has  
been assessed by the Victorian Auditor 
General’s Office and more recently by  
the Victorian Environmental Assessment 
Council (VEAC) in April 2017.

The VEAC report specifically looked at  
the 2017 Resource Outlook and agreed  
with VicForests modelling method.

The VEAC report states: “VicForests’ 
modelling approach is sound and the 
sustainable harvest levels are reasonable.”

In addition to high quality sawlogs,  
timber harvesting operations produce  
low quality sawlogs, pulp logs, firewood  
and other timber products that are also 
made available for sale.

VicForests aims to ensure that timber 
harvesting levels in Victoria’s state forests 
are managed on a long-term sustainable 
basis and currently harvests and regrows 
approximately 0.04 percent of Victoria’s 
publicly-owned forest per year. 

For more information on the 2017 
Resource Outlook go to vicforests.
com.au/resource-outlook-2017

the 2013 Resource Outlook,” Trushell says.
“This reduction is a result of modelling 

current and future impacts on the available 
Ash supply, including an equivalent of  
the recent rate of Leadbeater’s possum 
detections continuing for seven years.”

When modelling future timber resources, 
VicForests look at a range of new 
information, including: 

• changes to the forest appearance;
• harvesting, wildfires and other events 

that can alter the age and structure  
of the forest;

• data about the forest structure and mix  
of tree species from remote-sensing;

• information about the amount of timber 
that may be produced; and 

• changes to the available area due  
to regulatory and policy decisions.

“Each time we review the Resource 
Outlook, a wide range of scenarios are 
tested to determine the potential impacts  
on how much timber we can harvest,  
future timber supply and long-term 
sustainability,” Trushell says. 

“We then assess the risk of factors  
that could potentially impact future  
timber resource availability and adjust  
the modelling to determine medium- 
term future timber sales.”

VicForests 2017 Resource Outlook
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Do you sometimes find managing jobs frustrating?  And just when you think you’ve got everything under control another  

‘urgent’ job pops up and you’ve got try and move everything around to accommodate it?  MiTek’s SAPPHIRE™ Management 

handles the workflow, including everything from the initial enquiry right through to estimating and detailing – and eventually  

the invoicing.  OptiFlow Scheduler runs the in-plant production, from the first piece of timber cut to loading completed trusses  
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