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INDONESIAN LEGALITY
ASSURANCE CONCERNS
The Chairman of ATIF has written to the
Indonesian Ambassador in Australia
concerning apparent moves to diminish the
established Indonesian legality assurance
scheme SVLK. ATIF believes that if this
decision occurs, it will make it very
challenging for Australian timber importers
to continue to have confidence in Indonesian
timber exporters.
ATIF considers that the SVLK scheme has
worked well to date and is recognised under
Australian illegal logging regulations as
passing muster in terms of legality
verification. Any move to reduce the
confidence Australian timber importers have
in the legally sourcing credentials of
Indonesian timber would be a very serious
backward step.
The recent decision between Prime
Minister Scott Morrison and Indonesian
President Joko Widodo to jointly endorse
the Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement was seen
as a mechanism to enhance the prospects
that Indonesia may have some additional
capacity to help fill the timber product
supply gap, particularly for high quality
hardwoods. ATIF believes that diminishing
the SVLK scheme in any way will greatly
damage these improved supply prospects.
Presently all timber exported from Indonesia

Any move to reduce the confidence Australian
importers have in the sourcing credentials of
Indonesian timber would be a backwards step.
is SVLK certified and this system has
assisted in improving the reputation of
Indonesian timber.

COVID-19 CHALLENGES
ATIF has continued to operate during the
coronavirus outbreak, notwithstanding the
requirements for social distancing and
isolation. Discussions with Federal
Government officials are ongoing in relation
to various matters, however, a meeting
scheduled with the Assistant Minister for
Forestry, Senator Jonathon Duniam, to
discuss some key issues has been
postponed. A scheduled ATIF Board meeting
has also been deferred. Urgent matters are
being handled remotely.

BROWN MARMORATED STINK
BUG (BMSB) UPDATE
ATIF is seeking a briefing from the
Department of Agriculture, Water
Resources and Environment about various
matters related to the next BMSB season
(2020-2021), which commences 1 September
2020. In particular ATIF will be seeking
advice on any additional countries being
added to the BMSB high risk list and to the

finally agreed position between Canadian
and Australian officials related to BMSB
treatment requirements for Canadian
softwood imports.
For further ATIF-related information
contact John Halkett at: john.halkett@
bigpond.com or 0417 421 187.

TABMA
David Little
On 19 March, 2020, TABMA turned 80! We
were set to have a big celebration, however,
due to the current pandemic, we have made
the decision to postpone all TABMA events
for the year. This postponement includes our
inaugural conference and Queensland and
NSW’s state awards.
But never fear, we will celebrate even
bigger next year, with multiple anniversaries.
Not only does TABMA turn 80 in 2020, in
March this year we celebrated being in
South Australia for 10 years and next year
we will celebrate Queensland’s 20th year.
Over the many years, TABMA has had a
big influence on training and development of
the industry’s labour force. Therefore, next
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TTIA
Brian Beecroft
A SIX-STEP PLAN TO STIMULATE
THE AUSTRALIAN CONSTRUCTION
INDUSTRY
There is little doubt these are difficult times
at present and it is apparent from the TTIA
Hotline that many Members have had to
reduce working hours due to the economic
situation. TTIA has taken the step to work
with a number of other key Associations to

minimise the impact on business by
lobbying government to introduce a national
construction stimulus package.
Specifically, the TTIA, Frame and Truss
Manufacturer’s Association (FTMA), Timber
Merchants Association (MGA TMA) and
Timber & Building Materials Association
(TABMA) have called on the federal and
state governments, through the National
Cabinet, to introduce a housing construction
stimulus package to underpin the massive
policy effort that will be required to drive
economic recovery in the wake of the Covid19 pandemic.
We developed a six-step proposal for
consideration by state and federal
governments to introduce a meaningful,
value-adding economic stimulus package
that will benefit Australians for decades to
come and will maintain the viability of
Australian regional producers and
manufacturers.
The six-step plan comprises:
1. Extend the first homeowners grants
program
2. Re-open display homes
3. Review stamp duty and land tax
arrangements
4. Establish a national social housing
program
5. National Disability Insurance Scheme
Housing
6. Introduce a national rent-to-buy program

TTIA is working with a number of other key
Associations to minimise the impact of Covid by
lobbying for a national construction stimulus.

Suppliers of
Ecowood®
Decking Products

Preserved Wood Decking
with stability and performance!
Treatment does not affect timber dimensions.
Durable against decay and termite damage.
Preserved in final shape and form.
Ideal for sensitive applications or where frequent
human contact is expected.
 Can be painted, stained or oiled.





H3
Ecowood is registered trademarks of Lonza or its subsidiaries used under licence.
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Contact Us for sales or go online for a
copy of our new DIY Deck Guide

 www.outdoortimber.com.au
 sales@outdoortimber.com.au
 03 8706 1250
© Outdoor Timber 2019

The JobKeeper Payment will be available
in fortnightly instalments, which are
currently scheduled to run until
27 September 2020.

We note that successful delivery of an
effective housing construction stimulus
program needs to be accompanied by an
appropriate removal of red tape, such that
the program is not hindered by unnecessary
bureaucratic interference. While we are
conscious that appropriate steps need to be
in place to prevent problems such as were
encountered with the pink batts stimulus,
we believe that the industry is in good
shape to manage risks.

WHAT SHOULD I DO NEXT?
1. Enrol now at www.ato.gov.au
2. Notify your eligible employees that you
are intending to claim the JobKeeper
payment.
3. Send the JobKeeper employee
nomination notice (available from www.
ato.gov.au/Forms/JobKeeper-payment--employee-nomination-notice/) to your
nominated employees to complete and
return to you, and keep it on file.
Due to print publication schedules, some
of these dates may have passed.

OVERVIEW OF THE JOBKEEPER
SCHEME
TTIA has been sending a series of updates
to Members on the JobKeeper Payment in
order to understand the requirements.
We have provided the summary below in
order that you can be aware of key dates
where employers are required to act in order
to be eligible.

MGA TMA
Ann Sanfey

Background
On 30 March the Australian Government
announced the JobKeeper Scheme as part
of a range of stimulus measures to support
the economy in response to Covid-19.
Under the JobKeeper Scheme the
Government will pay eligible employers a
wage subsidy, being a flat payment of $1500
per fortnight per eligible employee for up to
six months.
The intention of the JobKeeper Scheme is
to support employers in maintaining a
connection with their employees, enabling
businesses to reactivate their operation
quickly, without having to rehire staff, when
the crisis is over.
The JobKeeper Scheme also provides
eligible employers with a range of options to
temporarily provide greater flexibility around
hours of work for retained staff unable to
carry out their usual duties called JobKeeper
enabling directions. Greater flexibility has
also been introduced regarding the taking of
annual leave.
Key dates
Legislation passed Parliament on 8 April and
the ATO released a range of Rules shortly
thereafter giving effect to the scheme. While
the legislation established the schemes
framework, the Rules set out a range of
important matters including how to
determine eligibility for the scheme.
From 20 April an eligible employer can
enrol in the scheme using the Business
Portal (https://bp.ato.gov.au/) and your
myGovID.
From 4 May you can confirm the identity
of your eligible employees.
The first payment is expected to be
received by businesses by 14 May and will
cover the first two ‘JobKeeper fortnights’
which commenced from 30 March.
www.timbertradernews.com

MGA TMA SEEKS ZERO WAGE
GROWTH IN 2020
MGA TMA recently made a submission to
the Fair Work Commission Annual Wage
Review with the intention of demonstrating
to the Commission that there was strong
evidence to support wage restraint for
award employees in 2020. It was essential
to propose to the Commission the need to
provide some respite in 2020 to the
hardworking small businesses who
contribute so much to the economy but who
are unlikely to survive unless wages are
reined in in 2020.
Independent businesses are resilient but
now they are in a more difficult and strained

Along with many
other industries, we
are facing the most
unexpected and
unprecedented set
of economic
circumstances we
have experienced
for decades.

economic environment. Inflation and interest
rates are low, and the economic outlook is
very uneasy. Along with many other
industries, we are facing the most
unexpected and unprecedented set of
economic circumstances we have
experienced for decades.
Whilst Covid-19 has become an allconsuming and frightening threat to the
Australian social and economic wellbeing, it
comes at a time when many small
businesses in Australia are already struggling
to overcome the impact of the bushfires
that have ravaged many areas of the
country. Businesses that had been
established for years were destroyed and
just as they were ready to face the process
of rebuilding their lives, they now face yet
another threat in this dangerous disease.

There are many deleterious factors
impacting on all businesses at the present
time that raise the question of whether the
industry can sustain a wage increase in such
uncertain times. Earlier in the year the
economy was weak, with underemployment
growing too quickly, then came the
devastating bushfires and now the
coronavirus. In such unstable times, with
the economy looking extremely precarious,
wages should not be increased because,
although we will recover in time, it would be
untenable for the Fair Work Commission to
make it harder by increasing the award
wage rate in 2020.

WHAT’S NEXT?
Obviously, much work is needed in getting
to the ‘other side’. Issues include what the
other side may look like, what’s beyond that,
the steps required in bolstering the building/
construction industry as well as –
importantly – keeping TMA members/small
businesses afloat until that time. MGA TMA
CEO Jos de Bruin is a key member of a
number of Federal, State and Territory
Forums and Task Forces. These forums are
designed to create and develop new policies
concerning the financial and in-kind support
small businesses require to get them
through these tough times AND BEYOND!
Current Task Forces include:
Federal
• SDA and FWC: driving for workplace
flexibility – increasing or decreasing staff
hours as required
• ACCC – Small Business and Franchise
Advisory Council – Competition &
Authorisations
• COSBOA Board – Small Business
Recovery Round Table – Michaelia Cash
and Kate Carnell
• RBA & Banking – ABA – Anna Bligh and
the Big 4 Banks re Merchant Services
Payment Fees
States
• Victoria – Retail Survival Round Table –
Small Business Minister Adem Somyurek
• NSW – Treasury Stimulus Task Force –
Senior Treasury Directors
• Qld – Small Business Industry Round
Table – Small Business Minister Shannon
Fentiman and Small Business Champion
Maree Adshead
• Qld Govt initiative – seniors and isolated
– home deliveries
• WA – Small Business Development
Corporation – Small Bus Commissioner –
Minister for Small Business

PHOTO: HYEJIN KANG/SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

year, as well as celebrating TABMA, we
want to celebrate people in the industry:
Industry Legends and our star trainees and
apprentices. So start thinking about who you
would like to see nominated for these
awards next year.
We would also like to call upon our
members for any stories of how TABMA has
helped shaped an employee’s journey in our
industry or any old photos or stories you can
provide. We have a rich history with TABMA
Tally, TABMA Association, BTC, TABMA GTO
and now RTO. Please send to alicia@
tabma.com.au.
Please save these 2021 dates: 17th and
18th June for our conference in the Hunter
Valley, 4th September QLD State Awards at
Rydges Southbank and tentative date of 23rd
October for NSW State Awards, venue TBA.

Want to know more about MGA TMA?
Contact Ann Sanfey, National Membership
Manager on ann.sanfey@mga.asn.au or
0411 866 716.
www.timbertradernews.com
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TQ’s buy-local campaign
is asking workers to show
themselves at their timber jobs.

This means there is
good local supply
available at affordable
prices and in AUD.

Above: Timber industry jobs are just one of the areas that will be supported by a focus on Australian construction and materials.

INDUSTRY NEWS
PHOTO: COURTESY TIMBER QUEENSLAND

Securing jobs

S

hane Vicary is understandably worried.
The CEO of AKD has had to lay off 51
people since the Covid-19 pandemic started.
“What’s the future outlook if we see a
massive scale back in activity?” he asks.
“Will I have to make more people
redundant? That’s quite scary. I don’t think
Australia is prepared for an economic
recession because we’ve been so lucky, but
it’s starting to bite, it’s starting to hurt.”
Like many Timber Industry Associations
(see page 5 and page 36), Vicary has been
working closely with other major players in
construction-related industries calling for
government stimulus to support and
encourage housing through the crisis. But
he also wants to encourage those within the
industry to play a more active role.
“At the moment, there’s a real push for
Australian companies to look at their

domestic supply chains and recognise the
security and reliability you get from having
supply from Australia,” Vicary says.
He points out that construction is uniquely
positioned to make a substantive difference:
“There are 1.2 million people involved in
construction of houses at the moment.
We’ve got a population base that’s continued
to grow at an average of 1.5% pa, creating a
constant demand for new housing, and it
keeps the wheels of commerce turning.
Now, with immigration effectively stopped
and overseas students gone home, there is a
deficit in demand. There is a need now for
government intervention with a stimulus
support package, to give both borrowers and
lenders confidence to invest in new house
construction. We also need to see our
borders opened in a controlled and safe
manner for permanent migrants with

appropriate quarantine systems.”
Timber Queensland has been making a
very similar case to their state government.
Clarissa Brandt, strategic relations and
communications manager at TQ recently ran
a campaign where fabricators backed up the
organisation’s business case for stimulus with
personal stories and photographs. Both were
submitted as part of an industry letter signed
by the major Queensland timber businesses
and also run in a broader social media
campaign: #MakingItForQld.
“We had people come in across the
whole of the industry supply chain – about
64 companies supported it with images,”
says Brandt, who believes the sense of
community created with the project is as
important as the strength of the message
to the Palaszczuk government.
“Everyone’s very worried about the future,

NEW PRODUCT ON THE MARKET? BIG NEWS? DON’T KEEP IT TO YOURSELF! If you are launching a product
or your business has an announcement, send it to news@timbertradernews.com for the chance to be featured here.
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A national focus is being called for by major players.

so anything that’s going to help build
demand in construction at the moment is
important. It’s really good for morale to get
involved in something. Participants been able
to push the photos out on their own social
media channels, and Timber Queensland is
doing the same through our Buy Queensland
Timber accounts,” Brandt adds.
She says they’ve had a good response
from the Queensland Government on other
issues during the crisis, which leads her to
be optimistic. “We’ve been working very
closely with the state through this period on
their workplace health and safety working
group and their seasonal workers working
group. They’ve been responsive on a
number of industry issues, so we’re very
hopeful something will come sooner rather
than later,” Brandt says.
“Tasmania has already introduced
stimulus measures for construction, so we
think it’s just a matter of time. Meanwhile,
we’re pushing the Buy Queensland Timber
message across the industry.”
This focus on domestic supply during the
current crisis comes with multiple
advantages for builders and fabricators.
Many come as a result of the plummeting
Aussie dollar. This means there is good local
supply available at affordable prices and in
AUD. Additionally, with soaring international
freight costs and less regular shipping and
air freight, the actual physical supply of
imports has become less certain.
Completion of builds, and the jobs attached
to them, relies on security of supply chains.
“In our industry, there’s a ratio of 1:4 direct

to indirect jobs. If we start shutting down and
shedding staff, a lot more jobs will follow, so
we need to limit the damage,” Vicary says.
“If you compare us to the US and the UK,
Australia didn’t have a GFC like they did,” he
points out. “We haven’t had an economic
recession since 1991, when GDP was
-1.7%. Now we’re talking about having GDP
of -10%. It took a long time to recover after
’91, and my concern is how our nation is
going to cope with much higher levels of
unemployment than what any of us has ever

FIRST SUPER IS THE
INDUSTRY SUPER FUND
FOR TIMBER WORKERS
PUTTING MEMBERS FIRST

experienced in our working career.”
That said, there are positives. “I do think
we’re going to come out living and operating
in a completely different world, where we
actually have people living in regional
locations again, using remote work
practices,” Vicary says. “I mean, here I am,
I’m CEO of a 1200-person organisation with
13 sites across the nation. I live regionally
and thanks to efficient video conferencing
tools such as Zoom and MS Teams, I’ve
never been so connected to all my sites.”

1300 360 988
www.firstsuper.com.au

First Super Pty Limited (ABN 42 053 498 472, AFSL 223988) as trustee of First Super (ABN 56 286 625 181). This information contains general advice which has been prepared
without taking into account your objectives, financial situation or needs. You should consider whether the advice is appropriate to your personal circumstances and consult the
Product Disclosure Statement www.firstsuper.com.au/pds before making any investment decision.

www.timbertradernews.com
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Easy cleaning

to register, visit www.woodsolutions.
com.au and click the Events tag.

Y
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FOREST INDUSTRY SAFETY &
TECHNOLOGY CONFERENCE
This year’s event has moved online and
will now be run as a webinar series. New
Zealand and Australian speakers will
showcase new practices, systems and
tools for improving forest safety – focused
on local and practical outcomes. The
conference features multiple practical
case studies and drives safety through
worker-driven, cultural and technological
lenses. Held on 16 and 18 June, $NZ99
per person, plus GST for NZ registrants.
For more details, visit www.
forestsafety.events

Above: (L-R) Heather Humphreys TD, Minister for Business, Enterprise and Innovation, with Combilift’s
Robert Moffett, Martin McVicar, and Antonio Patacho at the Combi-Ventilate launch.

Doubling capacity

C

ombilift, the Irish manufacturer best
known for its range of space-saving
forklifts and other handling solutions, has
drawn on its expertise in engineering and
software design to develop the CombiVentilate, a splitter device that turns one
ventilator into multiple ventilation stations.
Designed to address the requirements
of medical professionals worried about
a shortage of ventilators during the Covid-19
emergency, the Combi-Ventilate was
developed by a team of mechatronic and
software engineers over a remarkably short
lead time during March and April this year,
with a unit currently undergoing laboratory
tests with Professor Gerard Curley at
Beaumont Hospital, Dublin.
Martin McVicar, Combilift CEO and
co-founder, said, “Certain countries and
cities are struggling to get enough
ventilators. Ireland’s HSE (national health
service) asked for solutions. Instead of
actually developing ventilators, we analysed
what is really required.”
They found a faster, cheaper and more
effective solution was to safely split the
outflow from already existing ventilators to
aid multiple patients at once.
The Combi-Ventilate uses standard pipes
and fittings for easy assembly and its
individual patient filters prevent cross
contamination. Each patient has a dedicated
screen which allows medical professionals
to individually monitor their vital information.
Features include non-return valves, HEPA
filters, flow sensors and an automatic flow
control valve. Any abnormalities that occur
are detected and will only trigger that
specific patient’s alarm.
The Combi-Ventilate also has automatically
adjustable flow control valves which allow

the health service professional to control
the tidal volume to each patient
electronically without having to make
manual adjustments.
“Making critical equipment which keeps
people safe and alive has always been our
focus and this latest project, driven by our
desire to help during these difficult times,
mirrors what our research and development
has done for the last 20 years,” said McVicar.
The Combi-Ventilate is designed as an
attachment that can be added to any brand
of ventilator. It costs a fraction of a standard
ventilator and can be installed very easily
into an ICU unit environment.
“It’s a safe and reliable attachment for
ventilators for use in an ICU setting in that
unwanted scenario where you have one
ventilator for multiple patients. It removes
that horrible dilemma,” said Dr Michael
Power, national clinical lead in HSE’s Critical
Care Programme.
“The Combi-Ventilate is safe and reliable.
It is an engineered solution which delivers
the correct volume of air to each patient
safely and reliably. [This] collaboration
between the engineering and the
manufacturing industry and the HSE … is
an agile project which was completed inside
of five weeks.”
For more information, visit www.
combilift.com/en/news/

The Combi-Ventilate is
a safe and reliable
engineered solution.
www.timbertradernews.com
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While Ireland and Australia have handled Covid-19 well, other
countries need help. Enter this clever ventilator splitter.

UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE
WOODSOLUTIONS WEBINARS
WoodSolutions’ free weekly webinars
continue at 11am on Tuesdays through
June. Topics include Estimating Timber
Structures on 2/6, Diaphragm Design on

JULY
9/6, Durability on 23/6 and Monterey
Apartments on 30/6. Although it remains to
be seen what will be happening distancingwise in July, Design Guide 46 - Wood
Construction System is currently scheduled
as the topic for 7/7. Visit www.
woodsolutions.com.au/podcasts to catch
up on past recordings of weekly webinars as
well as other online media. For details and

WOODTECH WEBINAR SERIES
With the popular WoodTECH events
cancelled for 2020, a series of webinars
will take their place including experts,
Q&A sessions and times suitable for NZ,
Australian and US participants. On 13-24
July. For details, costs and to register,
visit www.woodtech.events/wt20

INTRODUCING THE NEW
“H3” IRONASH TREATED F17 KD HARDWOOD &
“H2” TRUCORE TREATED F17 KD HARDWOOD
ALL NOW IN STOCK!
DISTRIBUTORS OF:
PHOTOS: COURTESY COIMBILFT; COURTESY HANSIE HANDS

ears ago, one of Hans Unger’s
customers advised him to diversify
his business rather than rely on his
labour. He listened and added multiple
new lines. As a flooring specialist,
some, such as his SupaBord and
MightyBord surface protection products
have been obvious steps. His latest,
Hansie Hands, is more of a surprise.
“Back in January, another friend who
works for one of the big sanitising
companies warned me that there were
going to be problems coming because
they were locked down in contracts
with overseas supply,” Unger says.
Concerned there would be greater
demand than supply, Unger began
working on compliance and product
development: “We started to take stock
in of hand sanitiser, which we designed
as one-litre pump packs for factory jobs
and hardware stores. There’s a bracket
we’ve designed that’s easy to use, and
it also comes in a 500mL pack that fits
into a cupholder in your car.”
He adds, “We’ve been putting a squirt
onto a paper towel and using that as a
wipe, since antibacterial wipes are hard
to find. It’s economical, but effective.”
Hansie Hands is going directly into
180 hardware stores as well as to other
commercial customers and cleaners.
“When this passes, I think we’ll
have changed the way we deal with
sanitation forever. It will become a part
of the culture here,” Unger predicts.
To pre-order, call Bord Industries on
0438 567 786.

Supa17/F17KD Hardwood & Supalam F17 KD Hardwood

ALSO:

Tas Oak & Vic Ash Flooring, Archs, Square Dressed Boards,
Door Jamb Sets, Lining, Cladding and Decking.

FULL RANGE AVAILABLE

43-45 Overseas Drive
Noble Park VIC 3174
Phone: (03) 9701 2777
Fax: (03) 9701 2677

Phil McCormack: 0438 255 118
Nick Arfaras: 0438 255 115
Glenn Lawrenson: 0438 255 116
Matt Leplaa: 0403 724 184

HARDWOOD - The Proven Performer
www.timbertradernews.com
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Wood Protection

In brief

T

F

riday Offcuts reports the Federal
Government announced a bushfire
funding package on 11 May. It’s going to
assist many that have been hit hard by
the devastating bushfires over the
summer period. As part of the package,
AU$448.5 million has been set aside for
regional economic recovery projects;
AU$149.7 million to support wildlife
recovery and habitat restoration;
AU$27.1 million to strengthen
telecommunications; AU$15 million for
salvage timber operations; and AU$13.5
million to help with additional mental
health support. To subscribe, visit
www.fridayoffcuts.com

T

he Royal Australian Insitute of
Architects has awarded John Wardle
its 2020 Gold Medal, its most
prestigious award. Wardle’s work is
known for its sensitive and sometimes
playful response to sites, often featuring
timber used in hero roles. In addition to
celebrating timber’s traditional qualities,
Wardle has also championed innovative
designs featuring EWP and timber
prefabrication, see his work at www.
johnwardlearchitects.com or read an
interview with him on the win at www.
architecture.com.au/news_media_
articles/qa-with-our-2020-goldmedallist-john-wardle/
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Protecting your businessTM
Protection solutions for timber cladding products
against mould, sapstain, insects and decay

Above: Some of Barry’s MiTek moments as remembered by his friends.

Barry Hulcombe – in memoriam
A key figure in developing timber prefabrication markets
through his work at MiTek, Barry Hulcombe is remembered
for his leadership and foresight.

F

ew people genuinely merit such
acknowledgements as: pioneer, mentor
and motivator in their professional life.
Barry Hulcombe deserves those and more.
Barry, a former MiTek Queensland State
Manager, sadly passed away on Saturday
25 April, 2020 just two days before his
73rd birthday, having been diagnosed with
Multiple Systems Atrophy (MSA), a
progressive neurodegenerative disorder,
some time ago.
Barry came from Monier Roof Tiles,
joining the MiTek team (then Gang-Nail) in
1989, at a time when some timber
prefabrication markets were still in their
infancy. He was an integral member of the
Management Team during his 18 years at
MiTek. A clear thinker and a straight talker
with a good sense of humour, Barry was
able to communicate easily and comfortably
with his customers. To some he may at
times have seemed abrupt – but he was

Barry was a clear
thinker and a straight
talker with a good
sense of humour.

focussed, knew what he wanted, where he
was heading and wasted no time getting
there. Barry was a doer and wanted others
to jump on board to get things done. Good
leaders are like that!
For Barry, establishing a foothold,
educating the market to the advantages of
timber prefabrication and growing MiTek’s
presence in Queensland was paramount.
You sometimes got the feeling that, for him
it was personal, such was the pride he took
in each and every one of the fabricators he
had under his wing – and the staff who
helped him on the journey. He was part of
the halcyon days of prefabrication in
Australia – and deserves the credit that goes
with MiTek’s Australasian success. Barry
played a big role in the story and will be
remembered so.
His retirement party in 2007 was
supposed to finish at 4pm – but continued
on for hours. Last drinks were called many
times… to no avail. No-one wanted Barry to
leave. Nothing has changed.
Barry is survived by wife Glenda and their
three children, Gavin, Brendan and Paula,
their partners and grandchildren. All three
children are involved in the building and real
estate industries – a legacy Barry would be
extremely proud of.
The thoughts of all the MiTek family – and
all those in the wider industry whose paths
he crossed – are with your family, Barry.
www.timbertradernews.com

« For proven and reliable protection solutions against mould,
sapstain, insects or decay on your timber cladding
or wood products, contact Lonza Wood Protection »
PHOTOS: COURTESY MITEK

he Forestry Corporation of NSW is
racing to harvest fire-damaged logs
over the next 12 months before they
become unusable, says the Tumut and
Adelong Times. The ‘black logs’ are
being cut by extra crews brought into
the area in a bid to salvage the
resource, but Covid-19 restrictions have
made the work more difficult. The
harvesters, who are responsibly selfisolating (and did so before moving to
the area) are working in consistent
small groups so that the whole group
can stand down and quarantine if
there’s an infection. To try to extend the
life of some of the logs, Forestry Corp
is searching for a facility where they’ll
be able to store logs under water
sprayers, keeping them damp and
extending their usable lifespan. The
storage facility would need to
accommodate 125,000 tonnes of logs –
a three-month supply for a mill like AKD
Tumut. For more, visit www.tatimes.
com.au/timber-industrys-raceagainst-the-clock/

Australia:
tanalised.au@lonza.com
New Zealand:
tanalised.nz@lonza.com
www.lonzawoodprotection.com/apac
Antiblu, Vacsol and Tanalith are registered trademarks of Lonza or its subsidiaries. © Lonza 2018
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Tree scans
New technology predicts wood
quality in standing trees

F

orest & Wood Products Australia’s
WoodChat podcast episode 15 discusses
the development of new technology that
allows growers to easily and affordably
assess wood quality across their resources.
Using technologies known as IML-RESI
and eCambium, researchers are developing
processes and tools that will support decision
making around location and management,
improving the quality of forest stands.
The FWPA-supported project is led by Dr
Geoff Downes of Forest Quality, who says
the ability to predict, maintain and improve
timber quality in plantations will help
decrease risk and improve the productivity,
competitiveness and profitability of
Australia’s growers and processors.
“Being able to measure wood quality in
standing trees at a particular site, costeffectively and with minimal effort, means

Above: The University of Melbourne Bio21 Stage 2C Advanced Microscopy Facility, one of Wesbeam’s case online studies.

How it’s done
Wesbeam has added case studies to its comprehensive online information library.
esbeam has long been focused on
growing the market for EWP in
Australia and, as part of that has led the way
when it comes to educating builders and
designers in using LVL and other EWP in
their structures.
Recently, in addition to the company’s
Open Source Guide, Design Centre and
e-portal, a series of new Case Studies have
been posted. These provide an in-depth look
at projects built with Wesbeam product,
ranging from the public art/building
installation of the South Hedland Sound
Shell through to the huge Western Sydney
Airport Visitor Centre, to the University of
Melbourne Bio21 Stage 2C Advanced
Microscopy Facility (pictured above).
The studies are designed almost as a
how-to demonstration for developers,
designers, fabricators and builders
considering LVL for a project. Each case
study begins with an overview of its type,
size and cost, plus whether it includes
lightweight or mass timber or a combination
in the structure (with a high percentage
successfully and economically combining
both). Contact details are provided for key
players, such as the developer, architect,
engineer, builder and prefabricator – making
it easy for prospective clients to find
experienced teams with which to collaborate
on future projects.
14 TIMBER TRADER NEWS / JUNE 2020

Critically, the case studies show why LVL
and other EWP have been chosen for use in
these structures and how they can work
seamlessly with each other, and with light
timber, steel and concrete.
Details on costs and delivery and
construction time frames are included, along
with notes on special needs for each
structure. In the case of the Advanced
Microscopy Facility, these include: “Mass
timber was carefully selected over concrete
based on its sustainability credentials and

For clients considering
a move into EWP, the
case studies provide
reassurance that
many of the potential
roadblocks they
envision have already
been solved.

capacity to create a very stable structure for
the highly sensitive microscopy equipment
that the building will house upon
completion.” As well as offering all the usual
benefits of an EWP structure in terms of
low carbon cost and efficient build speed
and expense, the mass timber beams and
CLT floors were able to meet the onerous
permissible vibrations allowances.
For clients considering a move into EWP
construction, the case studies provide
reassurance that many of the potential
roadblocks they envision have already been
solved. The range of structures covered in
the set means that most projects will be
able to find an analogue – including smaller
residential and multi-residential examples.
As mid-rise timber construction continues
to spread out from just the top tier of
developers in Australia, this resource is yet
another way of speeding the process and
normalising a construction method that
brings multiple economic and environmental
benefits. Information isn’t just power, it’s
also reassurance.
For the current set of case studies, visit
wesbeam.com/case-studies

Want the full story? Subscribe to the TimberTrader News fortnightly e-news at
www.timbertradernews.com/subscribe/newsletters
www.timbertradernews.com

New technology helps
growers easily assess
wood quality.
Subscribe to WoodChat on SoundCloud
and iTunes or search www.fwpa.com.au
for specific episode details.

FRAME AND TRUSS PODS

PHOTOS: COURTSY WESBEAM; (OPPOSITE) COURTESY FWPA

W

growers get a better understanding of the
properties of processed timber, which
determines price,” says Downes.
“Industry feedback so far has been
incredibly positive. This project has 12
industry partners, including growers and
processors, many of whom are now
assessing their own resources using this
technology.”
Dr Dominic Kain, geneticist at HQ
Plantations, also shares details of his
involvement with the project.

IMPROVE EFFICIENCY AND REDUCE COSTS WITH
ROADPOD RENTAL
We are excited to offer a rental option to allow your business to take
immediate advantage of the time and efficiency savings of Roadpod.
This unique transport system increases productivity and profitability
by allowing freight to be pre-loaded onto pods and then loaded onto
trucks for delivery in just minutes. This reduces driver downtime and
the need for larger truck fleets.
• Roadpod can be customised to suit any industry
• Fully tax-deductible
• Short and long-term rental options available
• Flexible rent to own terms
• Finance and leasing available
• Immediate cost savings and productivity increases
• Trucks can be fitted with lightweight pods that
quickly and easily transform the cargo carrying ability
Roadpod rentals start from only $189 per week.

www.timbertradernews.com

30ft Frame & Truss Roadpod
Max Capacity 10.0 tonne*

45ft Frame & Truss Roadpod
Max Capacity 10.0 tonne*

1300 191 960

40ft Frame & Truss Roadpod
Max Capacity 10.0 tonne*

The Frame and Truss
Roadpods can
integrate with
existing and new Skel
trailers and flat tops.

info@roadpod.com.au
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Support during the
coronavirus
A super fund perspective on the Federal Government’s financial support package for
individuals, including some long-term impacts to weigh up.

S

uper funds form an important part of the
country’s economic response to the
Covid-19 crisis. Australia’s businesses,
employers and workers are navigating their
way through the unpredictable situation of
this crisis. Major bumps in the road have
been cashflow, reduced working hours or
redundancies, and loss of income.
“As the impact of Covid-19 has affected
businesses across the economy, a
significant number of people are
experiencing – at best – constraints on their
income, or – at worst – some form of
financial hardship,” says First Super’s CEO
Bill Watson.
“As an Industry SuperFund, we are
focused on helping our members and
employers with information on financial
support available and practical assistance
during this challenging time.”
First Super shares its guide to the Federal
Government’s Covid-19 financial support
package and other assistance below.

16 TIMBER TRADER NEWS / JUNE 2020

States and territories have also announced
their own stand-alone measures for
supporting individuals, communities and
businesses through the current crisis. Check
their dedicated Covid-19 pages for specific
details on how you can access financial and
practical support.

OTHER SOURCES OF HELP
A wide range of financial institutions and
businesses have announced financial
support measures and assistance to help
customers through the coronavirus crisis.
“Checking alternative income options and
speaking to product service providers to
manage outgoings can help improve your
overall situation if you are financially affected
by Covid-19,” says Watson.
Banks and loan companies have hardship
teams ready to help customers in tough
times like this. They are offering options
such as reducing repayment amounts or
taking payment holidays. Those renting
should contact their rental agency or
landlord about how they can help. Some
insurance companies are also offering
reductions or pauses with premiums.
For individuals facing difficulties with
paying electricity, gas, water or phone bills,
the advice is to contact your service
provider straight away. They will explain your
options, such as payment extensions or
instalment plans. Generally, utility providers
don’t disconnect residential customers in
financial stress who contact them for help.
The Moneysmart website has a special
Covid-19 page covering all the above
assistance and how to access it – visit
www.moneysmart.gov.au/covid-19.

TEMPORARY EARLY ACCESS TO
SUPERANNUATION SAVINGS
On Sunday 22 March, the Federal
Government announced a key change
regarding temporary early release of
superannuation savings to help those
www.timbertradernews.com
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Above: Bill Watson, CEO First Super, recommends
looking at all options before accessing your super.

To help Australians through the Covid-19
crisis, the Federal Government is providing a
range of financial support. This includes:
• JobKeeper Payment This payment
helps businesses significantly impacted
by Covid-19 to cover the costs of wages,
so more Australians can keep their jobs
and continue to earn an income.
Employers should notify their staff if they
intend to claim the fortnightly payment of
$1500 on their behalf. Visit https://
treasury.gov.au/coronavirus/jobkeeper
for more.
• Income support for individuals The
Government has temporarily expanded
eligibility to income support payments
and established a new, time-limited
Coronavirus supplement of $550 per
fortnight. This will be paid to existing and
new recipients of JobSeeker Payment,
Youth Allowance Jobseeker, Parenting
Payment, Farm Household Allowance and
Special Benefit.
The Coronavirus supplement started from
27 April 2020. Visit https://treasury.gov.
au/sites/default/files/2020-04/Fact_
sheet-Income_Support_for_Individuals.
pdf for more.
• Payments to support households
The Government is providing two
separate $750 payments to social
security, veteran and other income
support recipients and eligible concession
card holders. The first payment was
made from 31 March 2020 and the
second payment will be made from 13
July 2020. Visit https://treasury.gov.au/
coronavirus/households#households
for more.
The Department of Social Services is also
supporting individuals and families affected
by Covid-19 through a range of measures.
For more information, speak to Centrelink or
visit www.dss.gov.au and follow the
‘Coronavirus (Covid-19) information and
support’ link.

PHOTO: COURTESY FIRST SUPER

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT

Wall mount as
shown in image

financially affected by Covid-19.
“The important take-away with this
measure is that super is a long-term
investment and your savings for retirement,
so should be used only as a last resort,”
says Watson. “We recommend that super
fund members check other sources of
financial and emergency support available to
them before applying to access their super,
given the impact on retirement outcomes.”
Under this temporary measure, eligible
individuals can apply directly to the
Australian Taxation Office (ATO) through
www.My.Gov.au to access up to $10,000
of their superannuation before 1 July 2020,
and up to a further $10,000 from 1 July to
24 September 2020.
Members who access their super will not
pay any tax on amounts released and the
funds withdrawn will not affect Centrelink or
Veterans’ Affairs payments.
To apply for early release of your
superannuation, you must satisfy one or
more of the following requirements:
• you are unemployed: or
• you are eligible to receive a JobSeeker
Payment, Youth Allowance for job
seekers, Parenting Payment (which
includes the single and partnered
payments), special benefits or Farm
Household Allowance; or
• on or after 1 January 2020,
• you were made redundant; or
• your working hours were reduced by
20% (one fifth) or more; or
• if you are a sole trader, your business
was suspended or there was a
reduction in your turnover of 20% or
more.

HOW TO APPLY
Super funds cannot accept applications for
this payment. If you meet the eligibility
criteria, the only way to apply is through the
ATO via the myGov website. If you
experience difficulties, contact the ATO on
13 10 20 for help.
www.timbertradernews.com

Watson adds, “Before applying, you need
to know how much is available in your super
accounts. You can apply only for money that
you have across all your super accounts up
to $10,000.”

WHAT TO CONSIDER BEFORE
APPLYING
Before applying to access your super now,
you need to know:
• the possible long-term impacts on your
super account balance at retirement
• the risk of any insurance you hold with
your account stopping due to insufficient
funds
• your super account risks being closed if
there are no funds left in your account.
“If you really do need the money now,
think of it as a loan,” says Watson. “When
you’re back on your feet, make extra super
contributions to reduce the impact on your
retirement balance.”
First Super’s Temporary Early Access to
Super web page – www.firstsuper.com.
au/temp-early-access – provides links to
sources of financial support, details of how
taking super now can affect a member’s
retirement balance and more details on
early access.
If you are a First Super employer or
member and you wish to discuss this or any
other super matter, contact its Member
Services Team on 1300 360 988 or
mail@firstsuper.com.au.

Disclaimer
This article was issued by First Super Pty
Ltd (ABN 42 053 498 472, AFSL 223988), as
Trustee of First Super (ABN 56 286 625
181). The content may contain general
advice which has been prepared without
taking into account your objectives, financial
situation or needs. You should consult the
Product Disclosure Statement (PDS) www.
firstsuper.com.au/pds before making any
investment decision.

Redefining safety
Throughout this pandemic, most
hardware stores have remained open.
Offering high-level customer service
and providing a safe workplace for
employees is a challenge we need
to meet.
Wall-mounted sanitisers at entry
and point of demand are key tools
in minimising transmission risk
through contact.
Hansie Hands is an 80% Alcohol
based sanitiser killing 99.9% of
germs on skin within 10-30 seconds.
Available as a 1L bottle with wall
mount/dispenser or 500ml dispenser
that fits a standard cupholder –
perfect for trade vehicles. Distributed
by Bord Industries Australasia.

If you are interested in
pre-ordering Hand Sanitiser for
yourself and your store, general
enquiries or more, contact
Bord Industries at sales_au@
hansie.com or 0438 567 786
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This page and opposite: The Margaret Cribb Early
Learning centre at the University of Queensland is
designed to engage children with the environment.

Hardwoods weather
off attractively and
have natural durability.

Finishing
touches
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Whether durability, beauty or
practicality is your goal, timber
cladding makes it child’s play.
www.timbertradernews.com

imber cladding product has always been
popular in residential builds, but recently
it’s been given more space to shine in highend architectural applications.
One of the industry figures pushing this
move is Michael Kennedy of Kennedy’s
Timbers. “We talk to a lot of architects
about what timber can do,” he says.
“They’re often looking for products that are
durable and sustainable, that they can use in
applications where people don’t want to do
a lot of maintenance. We introduce them to
timber products that tick all those boxes.”
Traditionally, commercial, public and
educational projects used concrete or steel
or, more recently, panelised cladding. But
safety and environmental concerns have
come to the fore, giving Kennedy and like-

www.timbertradernews.com

minded suppliers a chance to show how
hardwoods weather off attractively and have
impressive natural durability.
“Wood has such a low carbon footprint
and such a great environmental story that
we’re seeing universities across the nation
swing back towards it,” says Kennedy.
“Through good design, you can have a lowmaintenance timber option for exterior use
that’s going to last 25+ years.”
Recent architectural awards lists have
shown the fruits of these efforts, with timber
exteriors and interiors featuring in a high
percentage of structures beyond just
residential. It’s a change hastened by
coatings specialists introducing products that
deliver easy upkeep and maintenance for all
solid, engineered and modified wood types,

helping to lower ongoing costs while keeping
buildings looking their best.

CASE STUDY
One example of how timber cladding can lift
all parts of a building is the Margaret Cribb
Early Learning centre at the University of
Queensland, which was shortlisted for the
2018 Queensland Architecture Awards.
“We were approached by dwp Design
Worldwide Partnership to consult on a
project,” says Kennedy. “Their brief asked for
a product that needed little maintenance,
would be durable and look good.”
Geoff Street, Queensland managing
director for dwp, says the call for timber,
particularly recycled timber, was based on
the facility’s Reggio Emilia philosophy of
TIMBER TRADER NEWS / JUNE 2020
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Next-generation
Timber Coating
Machine

After the routing, battens were applied,
spaced differently above and below the line,
which sits on an angle to prevent water
collection. “As the sun moves across, it
creates different shadows, so all of a sudden
you see different shapes,” says Brian.

EDUCATIONAL PROCESS

“That rebate was really purposeful to break up
the two different approaches to how we clad the
façade with the spacing.”
early childhood learning. “It’s about aligning
the environment as part of the children’s
education,” he says. “Both the external
environment the building is sited within and
the internal environment they’re learning in:
there’s a blurred line between them.
“Recycled timber both reflected the
natural, wooded setting at the entrance to
the University of Queensland and embraced
the sustainability that’s a core element of
this philosophy.”
After investigating multiple options,
Kennedy’s and dwp chose highly durable
spotted gum cut from recycled power poles
for exterior and interior cladding, as well as
decking and some floors.
“Universities often have a focus on low
maintenance and low recurrent costs,” says
Street, “so we had to convince them timber
was an appropriate solution.”
Much of this was done though the work of
David Brian, the project architect from
inception to completion. “The choice of the
spotted gum inside and out was all about
giving not just the feeling that the interior
belongs with the exterior,” he says, “but also
to enhance the children’s experience by giving
them texture – something to run their hands
across that doesn’t feel like plasterboard.”
As a material that’s used domestically,
timber didn’t just create a sense of comfort
for the children, all parties knew it could
20 TIMBER TRADER NEWS / JUNE 2020

stand up to the significant cleaning and wear
requirements of many small hands and feet.

BEYOND THE BOARDS
As well as meeting the practical needs of
the brief, timber helped the architects to
practically implement several creative
aspects of the building’s design.
“We put our kids’ hats on and tried to
imagine what sort of space it might be for
the child,” says Brian. “There are deliberate
attempts in the architecture to respond to
children’s low sightlines, so things don’t feel
so big and it’s a more relatable scale. The
materials have a combination of different
textures both to look at and touch. Timber
played a wonderful part in this project in
fulfilling both roles.”
The building’s large triangular windows
have seating nooks inside, with low, childfriendly sections at their centres. Outside
their lines are echoed and continued by a
rebated line zigzagging around the cladding.
“That rebate was really purposeful to
break up the two different approaches to
how we clad the façade with the spacing,”
says Brian. “It’s all about creating shadows.
The base is literally just standard boards
with secret fixings on the edges. The team
actually did the routing after those boards
were installed – they got the router up there
on scaffolding and did a pretty amazing job.”

TECHNOLOGY LEADERS
Beyond traditional hardwoods such as
spotted gum, specialist treatments including
Accoya acetylated wood and thermo-treated
timber products are opening up the
www.timbertradernews.com

ENQUIRE ABOUT
AN ON-SITE
DEMONSTRATION

Ceetec IPT380 - Now Available in Australia
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Above: A line was routed across the timber boards of the façade to mark the change in the cladding.

While accolades for timber-clad buildings like
this flow readily, architecture in most of
Australia’s educational sector is still
dominated by traditional hard surfaces,
which, in a wry twist, Brian suggests could
be down to universities.
“Timber training for architects is little to
none,” he says. “Admittedly, I went into a
commercial practice after graduating, where
we didn’t use timber that often, but when I
sit down and talk with Michael, I realise how
little I know about timber.”
dwp is just one of the architectural firms
with whom Kennedy regularly consults. “We
start out with a presentation and lunch at
their offices or a tour through our facilities,”
Kennedy says. “We put on everything from
casual meetings to CPD presentations where
we tell them about wood – the environmental
story, technical information, samples,
whether it suits a particular application. In our
experience, architects are very smart and just
need information. Once they’ve got that, they
can make an assessment on whether or not
a product is good for the application they’re
looking at.”
The cost is something that Kennedy is
personally happy to wear. “What we want to
see is more wood used and wood used
well,” he says. “We don’t want to see it
being used badly or the wrong wood in the
wrong application.”
Out of these events, a number of longterm relationships have grown. Kennedy
says, “It’s been the basis of a great
partnership with dwp and with other
architects whereby we see ourselves as a
source for them when they have questions
or require technical information, or want to
know if timber suits a particular application.
“The factory tours are always fantastic for
architects because they can see the wood,
they can touch it, they can understand and
get first-hand experience about how it
processes through our operation and what it
can bring to their designs.”
Brian very much appreciates the service.
“I think there’s a great gap that Michael’s
filling,” Brian says. “Yes he’s promoting his
business, but it’s also a good service to our
industry to learn more about timber.”



Machine coating capacity of up to 180 lineal
metres per minute



Built-in touch screen, standard programs,
with adjustable brushes and feed speed



Uniform quality and four-sided coverage



Easy and quick cleaning with optional
automatic washing program

Ceetec timber coating machinery is proudly distributed in Australia and
New Zealand by Intergrain® Timber Finishes. Intergrain is a registered trademark.
For more information on Ceetec equipment solutions, contact 1800 630 285.
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It can be overcoated
with most waterbased and oil-based
timber oils.
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cladding market and providing beautiful and
long-lasting results, as are coatings designed
to dramatically increase the longevity of lessdurable timbers in domestic applications.
However, a degree of specificity is
required when it comes to getting the best
performance out of coatings for some of
these newer timber products.
“The process of thermally modifying
timber reduces it’s hygroscopicity,” says
Douglas Curr, technical sales and
specifications manager at Intergrain Trade &
Industrial. “This essentially ‘locks’ the cells
to heavily reduce the uptake and release of
moisture, which stabilises the timber. But it
doesn’t provide any protection from UV rays
that ultimately lead to colour degradation.”
He strongly advises using an oil or coating
product containing some pigment. “In terms
of our product range, Intergrain has done
extensive long-term testing at our three
Australian exposure sites and we know that
our Ultradeck Timber Oil and Timber Stain
demonstrate exceptional durability on this
substrate,” Curr says.
For Accoya, which is manufactured in the
Netherlands, Curr recommends a European
coating. “Teknos is one of the world’s

For more information, visit www.
kennedystimbers.com.au, www.dwp.
com and www.intergrain.com.au
www.timbertradernews.com

NOTHING
BEATS THE
WARMTH
OF WOOD
Kennedy’s extensive range of interior and
exterior timber cladding options are suitable
for all Australian conditions. High durability
timbers such as Spotted Gum, Ironbark,
Blackbutt and Tallowwood provide unique
aesthetic appeal and long term superior
performance with a broad selection of
widths, thicknesses and finishes, the design
possibilities are endless!

Translational Research Institute
featuring our custom run laminated
and fluted Spotted Gum dowels.
Architect @wilsonarchitects
Photo @christopherfrederickjones

FOR YOUR
TIMBER SAMPLE BOX
PHOTOS: COURTESY INTERGRAIN TRADE & INDUSTRIAL

Above: Intergrain Trade & Industrial Universal Timber Oil can be over-coated with oil- or water-based product.

leading industrial coating manufacturers and
has a long association of working with
Accsys Technologies to develop coating
systems particularly suited to the Accoya
wood substrate,” he says. ”The Teknos
coating system is based on a specific waterbased primer that’s also compatible with
most products within the Cabots, Feast
Watson and Intergrain brands.”
Compatibility can be a sticking point when
it comes to coatings: traditionally systems
have been either oil or water based and can
only be over-coated with a matching system.
A new product, Intergrain Trade & Industrial
Universal Timber Oil, overcomes this barrier.
“A lot of our customers prefer to sell preoiled timbers for cladding and decking, as
they have multiple benefits,” says Will Keaney,
senior brand manager at Intergrain Trade &
Industrial. “But consumers are frustrated that
some products in the market can only be topcoated with themselves – they’re a locked
system. We wanted to address this
frustration head-on, and empower the
consumer to make the choice of a waterbased or oil-based finish for their timber.”
Intergrain’s dedicated innovation team,
based in Clayton, Victoria, developed
Intergrain Trade & Industrial Universal Timber
Oil, which can be overcoated with most
water-based and oil-based timber oils. While
– like so many great ideas – it seems
obvious and necessary once you hear about
it, “There are no shortcuts in developing
new technology. It was developed through
months and months of R&D and field
testing,” Keaney says.
For the large number of cladding, decking
and screening suppliers who offer pre-oiling,
it offers a unique value-add. “Intergrain Trade
& Industrial Universal Timber Oil gives them
a great pre-oiling offering that will save their
clients time, money and headaches onsite,”
says Brad Pascoe, national business
development manager.
“Our customers can take their timber
decking, cladding and screening to market
with the best possible protection right from
the start. The ability to overcoat with most
oil- or water-based timber oils puts the choice
of topcoat squarely back in the hands of
customers and consumers,” he adds.
And aside from changing the supply order,
the majority of suppliers offering pre-oiling
won’t need to make any other adjustments.
“There’s no difference to running any other
oil-based product through a Ceetec
machine,” Curr says. He adds that the lightly
pigmented Intergrain Trade & Industrial
Universal Timber Oil is ideal under Ultradeck
product for thermally modified timbers.

PLEASE CALL
(07) 3293 0528
OR ORDER ONE
ONLINE

HEAD OFFICE:

228 Potassium Street, Narangba, Queensland 4504
Phone : +61 (07) 3293 0528

MELBOURNE:

45 Fabio Court, Campbellfield, Victoria 3061
Phone : +61 (03) 9359 0300

SYDNEY:

11 Production Avenue, Warragamba, New South Wales 2752
Phone: +61 (02) 4774 2888

WWW.KENNEDYSTIMBERS.COM.AU
f

kennedystimbers

kennedystimbers e sales@kennedystimbers.com.au

COVER STORY

COVER STORY

Quality with class
It’s economical, sustainable, incredibly durable and can instantly create an interior mood
ranging from traditional to utterly modern, so why aren’t more people laying parquet floors?

H

ans Unger, owner of Renaissance
Parquet, has a lot on his plate at the
moment. “We’ve got a near-million-dollar job
on in Hong Kong,” he says. “That’s just for
supply and consultation. It’s a beautiful
floor… and then we’ve got a range of jobs
on locally, ranging from huge Toorak
showpieces down to suburban homes.”
Hearing that, you’d think parquetry was
booming. In fact, it is and it isn’t. “My father
was in this business before me,” says
Unger. “He came out from Germany after
the War and took his joinery training into
flooring rather than cabinetry because he
realised he could make more money being
paid by the metre than by the hour. When I
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started with our company in 1991, there
were about five pages of parquetry firms in
the local Yellow Pages, now I know pretty
much everyone who’s doing it personally.”
Yet despite the drop in manufacturer
numbers, parquetry still makes up about 5%
of flooring, roughly the same as 30 years
ago. So what’s going on? We spoke with
Unger and with Ryan McCarthy, sales and
marketing manager at Coffs Harbour
Hardwoods for an overview of the sector.
“We’ve only been doing it for 18 months,”
says McCarthy, “so we’re still learning and
growing. Things we love about parquetry are
that we can utilise shorter lengths of timber
and the amazing floors that can be created”

SURFACE AND DEPTH
Parquetry makes the most of variations in
timber grain and colour to create patterns and
movement. Most commonly, natural colour
variations within the one species are used,
though different species with similar wear
qualities can be mixed into patterns.
It’s available in two main types: block and
mosaic. Blocks are rectangular pieces of
wood cut to specific lengths and sizes. Onsite
they are laid into patterns, which can be large
and directional, such as the herringbone
pattern on the cover and above, or more
complex (pages 25 and 27). These are glued
piece-by-piece to a pre-prepared floor surface,
which needs to be smooth, dry and stable.
www.timbertradernews.com
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Clockwise from left, above: Timber is cut into small blocks to dry fully before being machined or hand-cut into the finished parquets; parquetry can be laid onto
any stable, dry floor surface including timber; borders can solve pattern issues with complex room shapes – a skirting board will finish the installation.

For mosaics, the fingers of wood are
arranged and glued onto sheets of flexible
backing and then adhered in place as whole
units, similarly to tiles.
Block parquets are usually deeper than
mosaic, so will stand up to more refinishing,
but both have longer lifespans than most
modern flooring products.
“We specialise in Australian hardwoods,”
says McCarthy. “Rich colours like blackbutt,
blue gum, ironbark and brushbox. A lot of the
supply is from our own mills on the North
Coast of NSW, plus some Tasmanian Oak in
from Victoria and some jarrah from WA.”
Parquetry makes good use of boards too
small for standard floorboards, or can utilise
waste pieces that have been cut between
defects. “We can negotiate with the mills to
take smaller boards for our parquetry product
because we can cut such small lengths, and
we run parquets as a waste recovery process
from our other flooring lines as well,”
McCarthy says. “Its not as easy to produce
as a lot of people might think, the
specifications are stringent and the cost in
producing it is high.”
At the moment Coffs Harbour Hardwoods
is producing a lot of mosaic square on square
patterns. “Machinery for cutting chevrons and
so on has to be super accurate, so we’re
building a market first before we upgrade and
purchase equipment for this,” says McCarthy.
Unger has moved away from local timbers
in recent years: “We originally had a number
of local species. We used flooring rejects
from some of them and waste – even from
their bins – we just re-machined it on all
four sides. But our suppliers shifted to
finger-jointing product for the Bunnings
market, which cut us off for feedstock.

Above: Parquets being laid in the Euro Marie Antoinette pattern onto a small area of adhesive.

“Now our oak comes in from Burgundy,
France. It’s properly dried, with a lovely
patina. It really meets the requirements of
the high-end market – a French timber,
made properly in Australia. We sell this
product all over the world. What you get is
consistent – the grading and the drying
particularly. And while people are usually
happy to pay a little bit more, because of the
way the Aussie dollar’s gone lately, it’s
currently great value for them.”

PARQUETRY ROADBLOCKS
Customers are attracted by parquetry’s
beauty and are happy to learn how affordable
it is, with many types costing in the vicinity
of $130/m laid. It’s durable (extremely so for
some species) and looks good for decades
with easy upkeep, but there are two
roadblocks for broader uptake.
The first is that some customers think
parquetry won’t suit their homes. “They
come in looking for floorboards and say

Solid French Oak Parquetry
flooring made in Australia

Renaissance Parquet has been manufacturing parquetry
for 20 years and has been involved in the Australia timber
flooring industry since 1954
• We manufacture block parquetry and custom patterns
• Can produce Chevron and Herringbone parquetry
up to 130mm x 1200mm
• We make both tongue & groove and square parquetry
• Manufacturers of cladding and nosing
• Produce specialty panels and custom cutting
of mosaic patterns
• Offer in house coating line

Renaissance Parquet

Highett Factory/Showroom: 32-34 Teton Court, Highett 3190, Victoria (Showroom by Appointment Only)
e: sales@renaissanceparquet.com | p: (03) 9553 5362 | w: renaissanceparquet.com
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jobs, so they’re trying to buy it as cheaply as
they can to help their margins.”
Unger agrees. His best experiences have
been at the very top end of the market and
on family homes. “We’ve worked with
wealthy owner-builders, but they’ll try to
screw you down to a budget. Then we’ll get
a house in Park Orchards, three-bedroom
suburban, and they’re happy to pay $400 a
metre. That was for something really high
quality – chevrons with borders and
proportional to the house – but they weren’t
trying to screw you down to their price
because this is their forever home that they
want to love and enjoy.”
These homes and top-end commercial jobs
provide Unger and his team with the most
satisfaction as they get to see the delight
from their customers: “We have great
relationships with builders like Engelhart
Homes and architects including Christopher
Doyle. They really understand what the
product can do and how to use it.”
That said, the passion for parquetry still
sometimes outweighs economics. “There’s
a Versailles floor we did,” Unger says, ”it’s
one of my favourite floors but it was a love
job. Even though we charged something like
$600 a metre for it, that wasn’t enough.
There’s less than 1mm of variation in the
face and it was all shaved by hand with
a blade, not machined.”

At site, surfaces are checked for levels and
dryness, concrete is sealed and the right
adhesive is chosen for the circumstances.

Above: Mosaic parquetry: the operator checks the colour and quality before a backing is glued on.
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For now McCarthy says Coffs Harbour
Hardwoods is concentrating on building a
market: “The mosaic gives a better return
because the machine we’ve got does a fair bit
of the process without human interaction,
whereas block has more people involved. The
more people, the more labour cost.”

FROM BOARD TO FLOOR
Both companies concentrate on supply,
leaving the laying to specialists.
“We do the precision cutting, and they do
the precision laying,” says McCarthy. “The
specifications are fine and the tolerances are
low with a parquetry floor. You only need to
be slightly out at one end and you can be a
lot out at the other end, so we’re always
checking for accuracy and quality.”
For mosaics, the timber fingers are cut by
a machine and then go onto a shaker-type
belt. “We enjoy watching how the mosaic
finger machine works”, McCarthy says. It
allows so many boards through one way and
then the same the other way which creates
the square on square pattern. The team picks
through and grades the fingers as they’re
going, so anything that might be slightly mismachined or has a defect, they’ll remove.”
Before this, the timber will have been cut
into smaller blocks and left to rest to make
sure it won’t move once it’s laid.
At site, there’s just as much care taken.
Surfaces are checked for levels and dryness,
concrete is sealed and the right adhesive is
chosen for the circumstances.
“Some people don’t understand why you’d
spend more on adhesives,” says Unger, “But
buildings have changed. We’ve got a lot
more six-star energy rated buildings where
the air will remain very dry and more clients
who are very environmentally focused.
“The glues we have on the market now
have more options for different applications.
Some are low-solvent; there’s no smell, and
it doesn’t matter if it gets onto pre-finished
product, it just rubs off, but still sticks well to
the floor. There are glues that are more rigid
– for some parquetry you require something
more aggressive to hold it in place – then
you’ve got some more flexible ones. It’s a
whole system. And I’ve seen floors go badly
because a client didn’t want to spend $600
in glue. We’ve had really good experiences
with the Mapei products, and they really
stand by their product.“
Most problems with parquetry can be
avoided through good preparation and
planning: it should always be one of the last
things done on site in a new build to avoid
damage by other trades. “And take photos,”
says Unger. “We had one bad client who
didn’t want to pay and he was saying it
wasn’t compliant because we hadn’t cleaned
and prepped the slab, but we’d worked with
the installer to document each step.”
www.timbertradernews.com

Above, from left: Parquet sizes can vary substantially; accuracy is vital in both cutting and laying out floors, such as this one made of parallelograms.

PHOTOS ON BOTH PAGES: COURTESY OF COFFS HARBOUR HARDWOODS, P 27 FLOORS LAID BY (LEFT) FLOORBOARDS ONLINE, (RIGHT) ABBEY TIMBER

offhand that they love parquetry but it’s too
dramatic or traditional…” says Unger.
“I show them floors we’ve done and
explain what they’re looking at in terms of
price and upkeep and they’re amazed. It
doesn’t have to be busy or dominant, the
proportions can be very calm.”
Customers often return for subsequent
houses, with more complex floors, as do
their children. Though the longevity of
a parquet floor can be an issue for sales.
Unger says, “I took my 16-year-old son with
me for a job and told him ‘Did you know,
your grandfather laid this floor originally in
1960?’ I came and helped him with the
upkeep in 1978, when I was five years old,
and I’m still caring for that floor in 2020.”
The second roadblock is pricing. Because
of enormous differences in the complexity of
patterns and cost movements for some
timbers, pricing can vary significantly.
Parquetry suppliers commonly supply both
private and commercial clients, the latter a
mix of retailers, designers and builders.
As McCarthy says, “Our pricing can
fluctuate depending on the raw material,
because Australian hardwoods are reliant on
local supply and that’s the biggest cost in our
production process. The end user doesn’t
mind about the price: they want what they
want and they’re happy to pay for it. But the
retailers are competing with each other for

COVER STORY

Disasters such as water damage can
happen, but in many cases things aren’t as
bad as they look. In a worst-case scenario,
it’s often possible to repair just a section of
floor, saving the rest, and sometimes time
will fix it. “We had one case where we said
to the owner, ‘Can you live with it for 16
weeks?’” Unger says. “He trusted us, so he
waited for it to dry out and none of it lifted.
We gave it a light refinishing and you’d never
know there’d been a problem.”

Both McCarthy and Unger are investing in
the future of parquetry. “We’re looking at
precision cutting machines that will let us do
more shapes,” says McCarthy.
For Unger, the Hong Kong job at the new
M+ museum is a focus, and not just
because he’s moved from consulting to also
supplying. “I showed them how the job
could be done more economically, but
overall, it’s a $3 million floor,” he says. “It’s
end-grain parquetry, so it’s like a butcher’s

block. The architect let me loose with the
finishing, so instead of sanding it, I’m using
a grinding machine with wire in it to strip
the grain out, wire brush it and then natural
finishing. It looks like a bleached, sandy
texture across the floor – it’s incredible. I’ve
got almost 1600m2 to do like that, there’s
half a million pieces in the floor.”
For more details, visit www.
coffshardwoods.com.au or www.
renaissanceparquet.com

Our parquetry range comes in the following species:

Majesteux Parquet

Block and Mosaic Finger Parquetry
NOW available

Blackbutt

Blue Gum

Brushbox

Ironbark

Jarrah

Spotted Gum

Tallowwood

Tasmanian Oak

Call now to place your order/s on (02) 6649 2006
Coffs Harbour Hardwoods 161 Tallawudjah Creek Road, Glenreagh NSW 2450
Web: coffshardwoods.com.au | Email: sales@coffshardwoods.com.au
Check out our social pages @coffshardwoods
We also offer custom parquetry works. Please enquire for further information
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WATT ABOUT THE WORKPLACE

WATT ABOUT

Source of long service leave
entitlement
Timber and Allied Industries (Long
Service Leave) Award 1999

THE WORKPLACE

Victoria
South Australia
New South Wales

with Emma Watt
Queensland
Tasmania

Managing leave liabilities
Directing employees to take leave seems like it might be an easy solution to excessive
accruals, but complex legislation means you need to tread carefully.

ANNUAL LEAVE
The National Employment Standards (NES)
require that annual leave be taken at a time
agreed between the employer and the
employee. The NES also require that an
employer won’t unreasonably withhold
agreement to a period of annual leave
being taken.
An employer may require an award or
agreement-free employee to take a period
of paid annual leave, but only if the
requirement is reasonable. The example
28 TIMBER TRADER NEWS / JUNE 2020

An employer who is eligible for, and enrolled
in, the JobKeeper wage subsidy system may
ask an employee who is being paid
JobKeeper to take annual leave, provided
the employee won’t fall below two weeks
of accrued leave. In this situation, the
employee must consider the request, and
must not unreasonably refuse the request.
Depending on JobKeeper eligibility status,
or award coverage, the employer and
employee may also agree that the employee
take annual leave at half pay, for example,
take 10 days off work, while being paid for
five days of annual leave.

LONG SERVICE LEAVE
Long service leave is a fragmented system
in Australia. Each State and Territory has
their own legislation, and there is also a
preserved federal award in the timber
industry that is relevant for some employers.
www.timbertradernews.com

60 days
One month
Temporary change during Covid-19 allows leave
to be directed with less than one month’s notice
3 months
No ability to direct an employee to take long
service leave
If there is no agreement between employer and
employee, WorkSafe can adjudicate
No ability to direct an employee to take long
service leave

Northern Territory

2 months
60 days
There are some recent changes referring to a
public health emergency that may override this
requirement
employee to take long service leave, and if
so, how much notice should be provided.

PERSONAL/CARER’S LEAVE
This type of leave is cumulative, meaning
that if an employee does not use it, it
accumulates without limit.
This is one type of leave that an employer
cannot manage as it does not expire, and

employees cannot be directed to take it
simply to reduce a liability.

PAYMENT OF LEAVE
ENTITLEMENTS ON TERMINATION
On termination of employment, an
employee is entitled to be paid the full value
of:
• Annual leave, including leave loading
(according to the Federal Court, even if
the award or agreement says that leave
loading isn’t payable on pro rata leave on
termination); and
• Possibly long service leave:
• An employee may not have worked for
the employer for long enough to
qualify for pro rata long service leave;
• In some jurisdictions, the reason for
the termination of employment may
affect whether an employee is entitled
to payment of pro rata long service
leave – for example, in NSW,
employees who are dismissed for
serious misconduct with between 5
and 10 years’ service lose their
entitlement to pro rata long service
leave.
Usually employees are not entitled to
payment of accrued but untaken personal/
carer’s leave on termination of employment.
However, some enterprise agreements in
the industry provide for this entitlement if an
employee is made redundant, so it’s best to
get some advice.

Emma Watt is an independent industrial relations consultant who has, for more than 20 years, provided advice and
assistance to employers in the timber industry. She has also worked as an unfair dismissal conciliator with the Fair Work
Commission. Emma is very keen to ensure that employers know their rights and obligations, so they can sleep well at night!

TEMPORARY CHANGES TO
ANNUAL LEAVE DURING COVID-19
given in the notes to the Act is that it would
be reasonable to require an employee to
take annual leave if they have an excessive
amount of leave accrued, or to cover a
shutdown over Christmas. Unhelpfully, the
Fair Work Act 2009 doesn’t define ‘excessive
amount’ in relation to annual leave accrued.
A contract of employment can bind an
employer and an award or agreement-free
employee to a stipulation that annual leave
is to be taken within a specified period of
time after it has accrued.
Modern awards often provide guidance on
how to deal with excessive leave accruals
and, thankfully, do define the term.
The usual clause states that an annual
leave accrual in excess of eight weeks (or
10 weeks for a shiftworker) could allow an
employer to direct an employee to take some
annual leave. This is the amount of leave an
employee would accrue over two years.

12 weeks

Each document sets out its own rules
about how much leave accrues and when
it can be taken, as well as under what
circumstances it is payable upon termination
of employment.
The table above sets out a brief summary
of various sources of entitlements to long
service leave, and information about
whether an employer can direct an

Coming up in

SOFTWARE &
ROUND TIMBER
PHOTO: RAWPIXEL.COM/SHUTTERSTOCK.COM

S

ometimes when a business experiences
an economic shock, leave liabilities on
the balance sheet can exacerbate an already
tricky situation. How can employers manage
these liabilities lawfully?
The two manageable types of leave that
can build up are annual leave and long
service leave.

28 days

Western Australia

Australian Capital Territory

The employer and employee must consult
with each other and genuinely try to reach
agreement on how to reduce or eliminate
the excessive leave accrual.
If no agreement is reached, and the
employer wishes to direct the employee to
take leave, then the employer can direct the
employee in writing to take one or more
periods of paid annual leave. There are some
caveats that restrict this direction:
• The employer can’t direct an employee to
take so much leave that their accrual
would fall below six weeks;
• The period of directed leave must be at
least one week; and
• The employer must give at least eight
weeks’ notice of the requirement to take
leave, and the leave directed must be
within 12 months after the direction.

Amount of notice employer must give of
requirement to take long service leave

Coming up in the July 2020
issue of TimberTrader News
are two features:
• Software in the timber industry
• Round Timber: looking at timber
post and poles suppliers for
industrial and agricultural use.
Does your company want to be a part of this in-depth feature? For advertising your products and services
to our 5000+ readers, contact Julie McConachy on 0409 381 813 or email juliem@paragonmedia.com.au
For editorial opportunities, contact Donyale Harrison on 0417 487 497 or email donyale.harrison@paragonmedia.com.au
ADVERTISING AND EDITORIAL DEADLINE: Friday 5 June, 2020.
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One thing I’d add…
In this new ongoing series, we look at tools, techniques and tips designed to help fabricators
and builders. First out of the blocks: Hundegger’s Speed-Cut Double Trenching Unit option.
renching wall frames is a bit like the old
potato cake/scallop debate: in some
parts of Australia it’s just the way things are
done, in others, they’ll look at you blankly.
“It’s even more regional than NRL versus
AFL,” says Sam Rowe, general manager at
Hundegger Australasia. “Fabricators do it all
the time in NSW, a bit in Victoria, and hardly
any in Queensland.
Cutting trenches into top and bottom wall
frame plates allows for quick and easy
location of studs. “It’s like an old joinery-type
skill,” says Rowe. “And comes with several
advantages. The first is time. When you take
your plates, studs and other internal
components and you put them onto a bench
to build a wall frame, the trenches processed
into the top and bottom plate gives a visual
and tactile aid to where you need to put your
studs. If you don’t have them, you have to
measure and mark or print locations. Or
you’ll need a really expensive high-tech bit of
equipment to automatically measure and put
up stops to tell the operator where to place
the components in a wall frame.”
Trenching may also stop twisting in vertical
members, “so you have a high-quality, very
strong, stable product,” says Rowe.

As a comparative newcomer to the
fabrication space after years in timber, Rowe
has been surprised that trenching isn’t more
commonplace. Some of the reasons are
historical. “In NSW, people have been
prefabricating wall frames as well as roof
trusses for a long time and that’s just the
way things are,” he says. “So they have
processes that have been refined over many
years. Something like trenching, which was
essential back in the old green timber days,
still has significant benefits now with kilndried timbers.
“But in Victoria, traditionally builders
would knock up their own frames on site
and buy the roof trusses, so it was about
speed and ease.”
With the need for fabricators to find more
revenue streams, frame manufacture has
become more commonplace in Victoria, says
Rowe, “But when things get quiet, the first
thing builders stop buying is wall frames,
they just make them themselves on site.
Which is a shame, because the prefabricated
product is generally better quality and better
value overall. However, it means that the
fabricators often don’t focus as much on
framing equipment.”

Above: Hundegger’s Speed-Cut saw with a Double Trenching Unit attached.
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SPREADING THE WORD
Trenching helps keep accuracy high and
costs low when assembling wall frames, but
many fabricators who currently trench use a
two-step process, cutting all the frame
components on a saw then separating out
the members that need trenching.
Even for those using automatic trenching
machines, this entails ensuring the data
input is correct before reprocessing pieces
on the trenching machine, then finally
assembling the frame on a bench. It’s timeconsuming and open to errors being
introduced, particularly for fabricators using
manual trenching processes.
Hundegger’s Speed-Cut saw has an
option to configure with a built-in Double
Trenching Unit. Importing data directly with
the job file, the Speed-Cut can cut and then
trench single or back-to-back plates with
mirrored or individual trench locations. A
single-width trench on the top with a double
on the bottom is also possible when running
top and bottom plates together.
“We’re not the only saw on the market
that comes with a trenching option,” Rowe
says, “but the others are limited by cutting
multiple plates side by side, so if you have an
application where you want to cut a top and a
bottom plate (and even a ribbon plate) at the
same time but they have different trenching
requirements, you can’t.
”Because our machine does the top and
bottom with two separate heads, one
cutting the top, one cutting the bottom, we
can do different cuts at the same time or
different trenches at the same time.”
The tooling for the Double Trenching Unit
is designed to suit 35mm or 45mm material
(and can run others), and it only takes a
single stroke to perform the required trench.
Cutting depth adjustment is simple, and it is
www.timbertradernews.com

Above: Two independent heads means the unit can make mirrored trenches, or change size or location for the top or bottom plate.
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then automatic regardless of whether you
are running 35mm or 45mm plates or any
other size.
Jake de Boer of Supa-Truss at Heyfield in
Victoria was one of the first Australian
customers to buy a Speed-Cut with a
Double Trenching Unit and has been a longtime user of the machine. “Our trenching
attachment is great,” de Boer says. “It takes
up no extra space, is fast, accurate and –
most importantly – being part of the saw, all
the information required on the plates for
manufacturing and site assembly is printed
on the plates as they are processed”.
A further advantage of trenching is that
downstream assembly machinery can be
less automated and therefore less costly to
purchase or maintain. Both workers and
customers benefit from the assembly
process being greatly simplified by the
visual prompt of the trenched plate.
Another application is trenching for critical
locations of components in floor cassettes.
It deskills the process and reduces capital
requirements if fabricators move into the
floor cassette area.

CHANGING THE INDUSTRY
Rowe is fascinated by the differences he
sees in the national and global truss and
www.timbertradernews.com

A further advantage of trenching is that
downstream assembly machinery can be less
automated and therefore less costly.
frame sector: “I talk to our UK and US
teams all the time and there’s a lot of
crossover in what we do. But even against
the US, who we’re most like, there’s a world
of difference in things like how many lineal
metres of timber there are per lineal metre
of wall frame, how far apart the studs are
spaced, whether they cut them in stacks or
cut them one at a time. We use the same
tools and timbers, but they have a different
philosophy about how they do that work.”
He says looking at methods used
commonly elsewhere can be a productive
way for fabricators to improve or expand
their practices if other factors such as timber
stock, climate and structure are similar.
Coincidentally, it was exactly this attitude
that imported the first Speed-Cut saws from
Germany to Australia.
“One of the industry stalwarts was at the
LIGNA trade fair years back,” Rowe says.

“He’s very much a leader in the industry
and he walked through the hall that had the
Hundegger display in it, just using it as a
shortcut to get somewhere else. He told
me, ‘I saw this blue machine cutting away
and I thought, “What’s that? Must stop and
look at it!”’ He basically brought back a
brochure and a CD and told people about it –
with his own plans to invest shortly
“I had thought he bought the first one in
Australia,” says Rowe, “and he said he
would have done, but he was building a new
shed at the time, so didn’t have anywhere to
put it. He had to wait for six months, but he
got the fourth one in the country.”
The European version of the Speed-Cut
was already a favourite among carpenters
and joiners as a universal cutting and
processing machine, but early local users
were able to cleverly adapt that technology
to the Australian truss manufacturing field.
TIMBER TRADER NEWS / JUNE 2020
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AUSTRALIAN MADE
AND GROWN

Support
Australians
by buying
Australian
product.

Other options include stack processing tools,
vertical and horizontal drilling units and a
horizontal slot cutter, several of which have
found applications in the F&T world.
The robust and flexible 5-axis overhead saw
aggregate was the first point of attraction,
but it was the range of options available
that helped the saw to become a trusted
and popular workhorse in the greater
timber industry.
Among these options was the powerful
Vertical End Mill for processing single or
stacked double mitres. The mill also made
the saw an attractive option for timber
importers and distributors as it could be
configured not for just 6-8m truss
components, but 13m or longer for I-Joist
feed stock. It could also cut floor
32 TIMBER TRADER NEWS / JUNE 2020

components with the required service
openings on a job-by-job basis for the
expanding mid-rise, multi-residential sector.
Improved printing technology allowed
quality ink-jet printing directly on the
components, which increased the flexibility
and value of the Speed-Cut even further.
Further advancements such as the 3-head
turret mill opened new doors for the SpeedCut in processing glulam and other EWP.
Other options include stack processing
tools, vertical and horizontal drilling units and
a horizontal slot cutter, several of which have
found applications in the F&T world.

“We have over 80 Speed-Cut machines in
operation in Australasia,” says Rowe.
“Fabricators need to do more with less these
days. The Speed-Cut can handle 6m infeed
and outfeed lengths (up to 13m lengths are
available) and the total footprint is similar to
most linear saws. Even including the Vertical
End Mill and/or the Double Trenching Unit, it’s
only around 60m2 of floor space.
“Compare that to a standard linear saw
taking up that same approximate 60m2, plus
a separate mitre saw (about 22m2) and a
separate trenching unit (another 16m2) and
add in some space at each station for
trolleys of work-in-progress material that has
already been through the saw and you can
easily lose another 60m2 or more of valuable
space in a workshop.
“All of a sudden, you need 120m2 to
accommodate all these separate processes.
Plus, the material is handled many times,
with more labour, and the opportunity for
mistakes increases.”
For more, visit www.hundegger.com.au
www.timbertradernews.com
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Above: Trenching allows for easy and accurate stud
location. Right: Cutting trenches on the saw unit
means there’s no need to print locations, which
helps avoid error when plates are already carrying
a lot of information.

akd.com.au
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least one full heating and cooling season, as
further checks are likely.
Rigid epoxy-type fillers should not be used
to fill checks since these can cause the
checks to worsen during normal moisture
cycle changes

IN THE FRAME

IS MY BEAM STRUCTURALLY OK?

By Craig Kay, national product engineer, Tilling

Is it delamination?
Suspected faults in EWP surfaces are often just natural variations in the timber.

I

n home construction, EWP beams are
often chosen for their beauty in exposed
applications, e.g. feature beams and alfresco
structures. Because these EWP members
are so visible in these open designs, normal
seasoning changes in the timber surface are
very noticeable and can raise concern with
the building owner. Unfortunately, these
seasonal characteristics are often
misunderstood; the word ‘delamination’ is
used to describe what most likely is normal
timber checking.
As timber is a natural product, ‘checking’
is to be expected. When checking is
present, the timber can seem to have the
appearance of a surface split or a crack.
Checking is the separation of continuous
wood fibres and is a naturally occurring
consequence of the seasoning process of
wood. The outer fibres lose moisture to the
surrounding atmosphere and attempt to
shrink, but the inner portion of the timber
loses moisture at a much slower rate. The
different rates of shrinkage can cause the
wood to experience surface cracking
(checking) or splitting.
Rapid drying increases the differential
moisture content between the inner and
outer fibres and thus increases the
propensity for checking in the timber. The
checking (and shrinkage) process will
stabilise as the moisture content of the
timber reaches equilibrium with the
surrounding environmental conditions.
Checks in glue laminate timber (GLT or
glulam) may appear as openings parallel to
the grain on the sides of timber.
For GLT, while seasoning checks may
occur for exactly the same reasons they do
in sawn timber, checking will generally occur
to a much lesser degree because of the
manufacturing process, which involves
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Is my GLT beam OK?
ok?
Is the beam span > 10 times
the depth?
YES

NO

Where do the checks appear?

careful control of the moisture content in
the timbers used as laminates.
In LVL and plywood, a check is a naturally
occurring lengthwise separation between
wood fibres running parallel to the grain of
the outer veneer. Checking is expected on
these outer veneers, even when the panels
are finished with paint or stain.
In general, checks have little effect on the
strength of any glued laminated members,
be they GLT, LVL or plywood.

Bottom Face
Is the check parallel to the grain?
YES

NO

Side Face
Is the depth of the check less
than 1/3 of the width of the
beam and the length less than
1/3 the length of the beam?
YES

NO

End Face
Is the depth of the check or
split less than ½ of the
depth of the beam?
YES

NO STRUCTURAL
CONCERN
If the checks on the
building’s GLT pose
no structural
problems,
engineering analysis
is not required.
(Applies to both
single and
continuous spans
under uniform
loads.)

NO

CONSULT
ENGINEER
If the checks on
the building’s
GLT exceed
these sizes and
situation, a
Structural
Engineer should
evaluate the
effects of the
checks.

Fig 1. Ref: APA EWP Technical Note No EWS R475E
Evaluation of check size in glued laminated timber beams

DETECTING DELAMINATION
Unlike checking, delamination is not naturally
occurring. It is an uncommon manufacturing
fault which indicates a manufacturing
process failure. In delamination, openings
are separations between the laminations at
a glueline, not in the wood fibre.
Delamination occurs when the glue bond
is not adequate to resist moisture cycling.
Openings due to inadequate adhesive
bonding may appear as smooth wood
surface separations.
With this said, delamination is unlikely in
EWP because they are manufactured with
durable wet-use adhesives under closely
controlled manufacturing procedures.

Myth: Weathering causes Delamination
Mythbusting fact: Weathering doesn’t
cause delamination. Delamination is more
apparent/obvious when engineered wood
products are exposed to regular changes
to moisture, but the root cause of
delamination is bond failure from an issue
in manufacture.
Delamination means a manufacturing
fault, while checking just indicates an
adverse moisture condition.

MINIMISING CHECKING
Jobsite storage should be such that the
members are protected from direct
exposure to the elements. Members should
be stored to ensure that there is no ground
contact and blocked to provide ventilation
www.timbertradernews.com
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“There are things known and there are
things unknown, and in between are the
doors of perception.” Aldous Huxley

Above: Natural checking in sawn timber product.

around the members. Protective wrappings
should be maintained intact, but slit on the
bottom side to allow for drainage of any
entrapped water.
For GLT members, after the building is
enclosed it is critical that rapid lowering of
the relative humidity be avoided. A gradual
seasoning period of moderate temperature
should be provided to allow the EWP to
slowly reach its equilibrium moisture content
level and thus minimise checking.
Direct blowing of heat onto the EWP
members using temporary heating units
should be avoided. Permanent heating
outlets should be designed to deflect heat
away from EWP members.
Checking that occurs in members in
enclosed buildings is usually completed
within the first full cycle of environmental
conditioning of the space. However, changes

in the end use of the structure may affect
future checking.

CAN CHECKING BE REPAIRED?
Since checking is a natural phenomenon
associated with normal moisture cycling
during transportation, job site storage
and installation – a sequence over which
the manufacturer has no control – the EWP
manufacturer is not responsible for repairing
checks in the product.
If checking does occur and is deemed by
the designer, contractor or owner to be
visually unacceptable, the checks can be
filled with an elastomeric filler. When colourtinted to match the finished colour of the
glulam, these fillers will help to minimise
the visual impact of the checks.
Fillers should not be applied until the
glulam members have cycled through at

The question will then invariably focus on
the point at which the checks are sufficiently
large to present a structural problem.
The APA – The Engineered Wood
Association in North America – has a long
and extensive experience in the use of EWP
and has produced a ‘Rule of Thumb’ flow
chart for all the industry professionals to
analyse the beam and determine whether
further engineering advice is needed to
determine the structural adequacy of a GLT
beam (not applicable to LVL). See Fig. 1,
opposite page.
If, after the use of the flow chart in Fig. 1,
it is determined that the checking needs
engineering evaluation, there are analysis
methods available to the engineer to
evaluate whether the reductions in strength
caused by the checking is significant enough
to warrant replacement or reinforcement.
This information is generic in nature as an
initial assessment for uniformly loaded
beams only and does not replace expert
engineering advice on a case by case basis.

For more information on this topic, contact Craig Kay and the Tilling engineers via email at techsupport@tilling.com.au

STAY ON THE PULSE
From new products and techniques to industry issues and
campaigns, keep up to date with what’s happening in the
timber world with a subscription to TimberTrader News.
TimberTrader News is the industry’s top resource, including sector
news, profiles on industry personalities and in-depth features.
12 month subscription is only A$99 or A$120 for NZ subscribers.
www.timbertradernews.com/subscribe or phone on (02) 9439 1955

AUSTRALIA’S MOST RELEVANT AND WELL-LOVED TIMBER INDUSTRY MAGAZINE
www.timbertradernews.com
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T

alk of the impacts from the GFC in 2008
still sends shivers up the spine of many
within the construction industry. Now those
whose firms survived that have an even
bigger challenge in front of them with the
impacts from Covid-19.
FTMA Australia has been right by the
fabricators’ side since the commencement
of the pandemic. Initially it was about
making your worksite safe with the right
policies put in place to protect workers and
stop the spread of the virus within the
workplace. The focus then turned to keeping
our doors open when so many others
closed, and through these two steps our
industry has excelled.
Even as I am writing this at the start of
May, most fabricators are extremely busy,
but we all know we are, like Thelma and
Louise, headed towards the cliff. This might
be a great scene for a movie, but not for
businesses with so much on the line.
FTMA, working collaboratively with Timber
Merchants Association (MGA TMA), Timber
& Building Materials Association (TABMA)
and Timber Trade Industrial Association
(TTIA), is calling on the Federal and State
Governments, through the National Cabinet,
to introduce a housing construction stimulus
package to underpin the massive policy
effort that will be required to drive
sustainable economic recovery in the wake
of the Covid-19 pandemic.
We’ve developed a six-step proposal for
consideration by state and federal
governments to introduce a meaningful,
value-adding economic stimulus package
that will benefit Australians for decades to

come and will maintain the viability of
Australian regional producers and
manufacturers.

THE SIX-STEP PLAN COMPRISES:
1. Extend the first homeowners grants
program.
2. Re-open display homes.
3. Review stamp duty and land tax
arrangements.
4. Establish a national social housing
program.
5. National Disability Insurance Scheme
Housing.
6. Introduce a national rent-to-buy program.
We note that successful delivery of an
effective housing construction stimulus
program needs to be accompanied by an
appropriate removal of red tape, such that
the program is not hindered by unnecessary
bureaucratic interference.
While we are conscious that appropriate
regulations need to be in place to prevent
problems such as were encountered with
the pink batts stimulus, we believe that the
industry is in good shape to manage risks.
We understand that there are many other
stimulus packages being pushed by other
groups and related industries, and as we
have said in the plan, we welcome
everyone’s ideas to help reinvigorate the
Australian Construction Industry.

GETTING THE WORD OUT
The key to getting this plan into the minds
of politicians was our grassroots fabricators,
who we asked to contact their local
Members of Parliament as well as
www.timbertradernews.com
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forwarding a letter with the plan attached to
all Federal, State and Territory leaders and
key ministers.
It was great to hear that one of our
members in NSW has a tele-conference
with the Australian Government Minister for
Small Business, Senator the Hon Michaela
Cash, thanks to the support of his local
member of Parliament.
This just highlights the importance of
sending information to your local Members
of Parliament and we would like to give a
huge shout out to Melissa McIntosh MP, the
Federal Member for Lindsay, for taking this
issue seriously and for coordinating this
important meeting with the Minister.
We encourage fabricators and all within
the frame and truss industry to continue to
push for a Stimulus Package to help
reinvigorate our Construction Industry.
The next step for FTMA Australia is to
ensure fabricators and the whole supply
chain are informed on what we can expect.
We all know we’re heading towards the cliff,
but how bad it’s going to be is anyone’s
guess. Fabricators are concerned the
JobKeeper will dry up before they are
eligible, as the impact on our sector is four
months behind the rest of the economy but
the impact is going to be huge.
To assist fabricators and the supply chain,
FTMA Australia has engaged the expert
services of Tim Woods of Industry Edge to
provide a briefing on What a crash in
dwelling approvals is likely to mean for
the pipeline of work.
It’s important to note that the housing
recovery was underway in March… before
the crash.
In March 2020, there were 15,386 new
dwellings approved, a reduction of just 0.8%
on February and 2.0% higher than in March
2019. It now seems certain that had the

Above: Modelling clearly shows a sharp dive in dwelling approvals for the June quarter after signs of
recovery in the March quarter. What’s next remains to be seen.

pandemic not impacted confidence in the
latter part of the month, approvals would
have been higher, heralding the muchanticipated housing sector recovery.
The modelling set out in the briefing finds
that in the June quarter, on the ‘worst case’,
dwelling approvals will be around 22,000
approvals lower than expected, with
consumption of sawn softwood likely to be
around 120,000m3 lower than expected for
that quarter, but with the larger impact on
sawn softwood consumption experienced in
the September quarter.
If anyone would like a copy of this
excellent report, you can download it by
visiting https://ftmanews.com/
wp-content/uploads/FTMA-HousingUpdate-May-4.pdf
FTMA Australia will continue to keep
fabricators informed on the housing market
predictions so informed decisions on their
business’s future can be made. It is vital that

fabricators look at how they can increase
their services by providing more products
and we will be working with the supply
chain to explore opportunities for fabricators.
In reality, the impact of this pandemic will
be far greater than the GFC and with
questions surrounding immigration and the
instability around our economy will result in
our housing numbers struggling for some
time to come. I know you do not like it, but
you must adapt and change to ensure your
business survives.

It is vital that
fabricators look at
how they can increase
their services.

For more information contact FTMA on 0418 226 242 or via email at kersten@ftma.com.au

43-45 Overseas Drive, Noble Park VIC 3174
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F17/Supa17 KD Hardwood solids up to 5.4m
Supachord KD Hardwood
Supachord ‘H2’ KD Hardwood
Supachord ‘H3’ KD Hardwood
Supalam17 up to 7.2m

HARDWOOD - The Proven Performer
www.timbertradernews.com
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DELIVERING
PRECISION

TRUSS TALK
with Paul Davis

A

fter 30 years of being around trusses
and frames, I know of six outright
collapses of trussed roofs – the timbersplintering, person-crushing type. All six
have one significant thing in common – they
were large clear spans over open spaces
such as halls, community centres etc.
The big risk factors are long spans, high
slender members, heavier tiled roofs and
a lack of non-load-bearing internal walls
that can support a truss which might
otherwise fall.
If you want to add another huge risk
factor, take all of the above and then add
a top hat system. Diagram 1 (below, top)
shows a typical top hat and truncated
truss system.
These top hat systems (aka piggy backs)
are intrinsically unstable and they need a
really well considered, detailed and

implemented bracing system for them to
stay up safely.
The junction between the top hat and the
supporting structural trusses under is
naturally unstable – that level wants to
buckle out of the truss plane. To prevent
this, the horizontal top chords (HTCs) of the
truncated trusses must be regularly
restrained against lateral movement… by
the pink members in the diagram.
Your truss software probably assumes
that the HTCs are restrained at the standard
truss centres. So, for example, if the design
assumed restraint at 600mm centres, but
ties are ultimately only installed at 1200mm
centres then the compression capacity of
the horizontal top cord would only be 25%
of the design capacity and a collapse could
result! Clearly these braces need to be in
and at the design spacing.

1

2

3

Clockwise from top: Diagram 1: A typical top hat and truncated truss system; Diagram 2: Without a
mechanism to resist loads, all the HTCs in a set can buckle; Diagram 3: Speedbrace braces on the ties.

But providing these ties is not enough in
itself. If an HTC was trying to buckle, then
these ties carry a compression or tension
load. If there is no mechanism to resist
these loads all of the HTCs in a set can
buckle at once as shown in Diagram 2. (This
diagram has the top hats removed for clarity.)
It shows how HTCs and ties can buckle
sideways as a group in the absence of a
bracing system over the horizontal top cord.
Bracing systems should take the form of
either a series of X’s of speedbrace, laid on
top of the ties before the top hats go on
(Diagram 3) or, even better, by plywood or
brace board laid over the ties. Running the
ties through to connect to a jack top chord
system on a hip end would also work.
When, for various reasons, I end up in
top-hatted roofs, I am generally appalled at
the poor standard of the installation of the
ties and bracing systems. Typically, ties are
too widely spaced and often run to nowhere
in particular. You might argue that if a roof is
staying up, it is safe. Experience says
different – it’s older roofs of this type that
generally collapse.
So, these types of poorly braced
construction are really dangerous; and you
don’t want it to be your roof that collapses.
My suggestion is that you need to identify
these intrinsically risky roofs (with high longspan trusses, no internal walls and tiles),
and detail/communicate the ties and bracing
system in a way that is easily obvious and
digestible to the carpenters. 3D diagrams
are good!
But even then, things get missed, so I
reckon you should have a condition that,
once erected, either you inspect the roof
yourself or have it inspected by a
knowledgeable engineer.
That just might save a pile of money and,
maybe, even lives.

Paul Davis is an independent structural engineer managing his own consulting firm Project X Solutions Pty Ltd. The
views in this column are Paul’s and do not reflect the opinions of TimberTrader News.
Phone: 02 4576 1555 | Email: pauldavis@timbertradernews.com

The Vekta Razer V5 is the ultimate linear saw,
designed to have maximum safety, flexibility
and capability. The Razer can be customised
to suit• Your budget: Fully installed systems starting
at $220,000 AUD, with upgrade options as
your budget and needs change over time.
• Your workflow: Left-to-right or right-to-left
timber flow, as well as in from the front or back
and out to the front or back.
• Your Space: Fully customisable to fit into even
the smallest plants. Everything is built to order,
so Vekta can customise virtually any aspect of
your machine.
• Your Processes: Highly configurable
software that easily lets you choose where
and how optimising is done, what you want
printed on each different member type,
cut orders, options to go paperless and so
much more.
Don’t just look at the outputs. You
need to consider the entire package.
The support, being a local supplier and not
international, the servicing requirements and
costs, optimisation, absolutely everything.
Vekta and the Razer ticks all the boxes.
Andrew Sternberg, Dahlsens

PHOTO: COURTESY VEKTA

Top hat and fails

Top hat systems require a well-designed
and implemented solution.

info@vekta.com.au I vekta.com.au
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