
Timber markets are global and ever-changing in 2018. A long-term importer of structural timbers and engineered wood 
products, Australia has found itself competing on price and supply with fast-growing new markets in Asia, especially 

China. Some traditional Australian partner nations have shifted their export focus north for better prices, while others have 
shifted their product offerings and are focusing more on engineered timbers than sawnwood. In addition to traditional 
softwoods and hardwoods, CLT and LVL imports are increasing rapidly, and prefabricated building systems represent areas 
of future growth. This map represents a snapshot of the largest exporters by volume of timbers for the building and interiors 
industry to Australia, based on Australian Bureau of Statistics figures for the 2016/17 financial year. 

TIMBER WORLD MAP

Northern 
Europe 
Although their main markets are 
in Scandinavia, the Baltic States 
of Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia 
exported 129,900m3 of 
sawnwood to Australia in 
2016/17, second only to New 
Zealand. Baltic forestry is a 
mixture of state and private 
ownership, but both work within 
a well-regulated framework to 
develop the industry sustainably 
and provide quality product, with 
notable efficiencies in harvesting 
and haulage. Multiple by-product 
utilisation streams work in 
concert to maximise profit and 
minimise waste. Coniferous 
species such as Spruce, Pine and 
Birch dominate, all dense, high-
quality wood thanks to slow 
growing conditions. While 
sawmill, birch plywood and panel 
industries dominate at the 
moment, engineered timbers are 
expanding rapidly in the region. 
Near neighbours Sweden and 
Finland are also major forces, 
with Sweden providing 40,500m3 
of dressed softwood sawnwood 
in 2016/17 and Finland 22,100m3, 
as well as quality LVL from its 
steadily growing market. 

Baltic Pine

Czech 
Republic
A home to European forestry 
since the Middle Ages, the 
Czech Republic has emerged 
from its 20th century difficulties 
with a keen mix of state-owned 
and -supported enterprises and 
entrepreneurial spirit. Traditional 
species including spruce, pine, 
beech and oak make up most of 
their timber exports, which in 
2016/17 saw 95,000m3 of 
sawnwood exported to Australia.

Spruce 

Malaysia
Strongly forested and a near 
neighbour, Malaysia is a key 
source for timber furniture, 
hardwood and plywood. Some 
5000m3 of Meranti, Lauan, 
Seraya, Kapur, Keruing and 
Merbau sawnwood was 
imported from there in the 2016 
calendar year as part of a 
27,800m3 total sawnwood supply. 
Over the same period, 48,000m3 
of plywood and 25,500m3 of 
medium-density fibreboard hit 
the Australian market. A focus on 
producing quality product has 
increased Malaysia’s share of the 
market, but the IUFRO identifies 
similar issues with illegal logging 
to Indonesia, albeit at lower 
levels for both Meranti and 
Merbau. Again, Australian 
legislation reduces the risk, 
though not entirely.

Meranti

Indonesia
While paper forms the major part 
of Indonesia’s forest exports to 
Australia, they are also one of 
our larger hardwood suppliers, 
with Kapur, Keruing, Merbau and 
Meranti making up a large 
portion of the 6100m3 sawnwood 
exported to Australia in 2016/17. 
Issues with illegal harvesting 
remain in Indonesia according to 
a recent International Union of 
Forest Research Organizations 
[IUFRO] report, especially for 
Meranti, but Australian 
Government restrictions on 
illegal logging provide a 
safeguard in our market. Plywood 
imports from Indonesia are also 
strong at 45,900m3 for 2016/17.

Merbau

New 
Zealand
There are good reasons for the 
land of the long white cloud being 
our major source of sawnwood, 
supplying 181,000m3, primarily 
Radiata Pine and Douglas Fir, in 
2016/17, with LVL, particleboard 
and plywood also strong. NZ’s 
Emissions Trading Scheme has 
seen solid investment in timber 
as carbon storage. Ongoing 
commitment to sustainable 
harvesting and plantation growth, 
coupled with similar biosecurity 
regimens to Australia and the 
ANZCERTA free trade agreement, 
make importing from NZ simple 
and cost effective. A strong 
domestic market and increasing 
exports to China have seen 
volumes to Australia dip recently.

Douglas Fir

Chile
The southern plantations of Chile 
have growing conditions similar 
to much of Australia, which 
makes them a natural supplier to 
our market – with imports made 
easier by the Australia-Chile FTA. 
Radiata Pine comprises most of 
the 54,200m3 sawnwood 
supplied in 2016/17, the largest 
cohort of that total in dressed 
boards. Chile is also one of our 
top five suppliers for plywood.

Radiata Pine

United 
States
Second only to New Zealand as a 
supplier of sawnwood 25 years 
ago, strong US housing growth 
saw exports to Australia taper 
from 323,900m3 in 1992/93 to 
just 6700m3 in 2004/03. The US 
housing collapse during the GFC 
has rallied figures to 13,600m3 in 
2016/17 with 2017/18 providing 
even stronger growth. After 
Indonesia and Asia, the US 
remains the biggest supplier for 
hardwood, supplying 9400m3 in 
2016/17 (mostly oak and poplar). 
Douglas fir has surpassed 
western hemlock as the major 
sawnwood species exported, 
and LVL is forming an increasing 
part of American exports. 

White Oak 

Canada
Some third of the 63,900m3 of 
sawnwood Canada supplied in 
2016/17, was Western red cedar 
– popular for its decking, cladding 
and interior applications as well 
as strong sustainability 
credentials. Douglas fir, traded 
as Oregon, made up much of the 
rest. A long-time timber exporter 
to Australia, Canada benefits 
from the CANATA Trade 
Agreement. Additionally, 
accredited mills can take 
advantage of the Canadian 
Accredited Timber Scheme for 
expedited shipments to Australia.

Western Red Cedar

China
A major market for Australian 
forestry products, China is also a 
strong exporter of sawnwood, 
supplying Australia with 
50,200m3 in 2016/17. It 
dominates the board market, 
leading in quantities of hardboard 
and medium-density fibreboard, 
but it’s plywood where China is 
dominant, supplying over a third 
of the Australian market: 
142,000m3 in 2016/17. Spindle-
less lathes mean Chinese 
manufacturers can use much 
smaller logs than common in 
Australian markets, meaning 
faster growth rates and a much 
shorter rotation for hardwood 
plantations. 
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Austria and 
Germany
Austria produces around 80% 
of global CLT and is a major 
supplier to the rapidly growing 
Australian market. Germany is 
a major supplier of timber to 
Austrian engineered timber 
producers, as well as being a 
strong exporter of sawnwood 
(52,100m3 of sawnwood in 
2016/17) and boards to Australia 
in its own right. Key timber 
species involved in production 
include spruce, pine larch and fir. 

Larch
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American Ash x x x x

American Cherry x

American Hard Maple x x x

American Hickory x x x x

American Red Alder x x

American Red Oak x x

American Soft Maple x x

American Walnut x

American White Oak x x x

American Tulipwood x x

Douglas Fir x x

Oregon Maple x

Pine-Fir-Spruce x x x x

Poplar x x x

Radiata Pine x x x x

Redwood x x

Western Hemlock x x x

Western Red Cedar x x x

White Birch x x x

Yellow Cedar x
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Balau x x

Kapur x x

Keruing x x x

Klinki Pine x

Lauan x x x

Meranti x x

Merbau x x x

Philippine Dark Red 
Mahogany

x x

Red Cedar x

Seraya x x x

Teak x x
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Norway Spruce x x x

White Birch x x x

Pine Larch x x x x

Radiata Pine x x x x

SOUTH 
AMERICA C
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Radiata Pine x x x x

Eucalyptus x x x x x

Blackwood x x x

Cedrela x x x x
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Blackbutt x x x x

Blackwood x

Brushbox x x x

Camphor Laurel x

Celery Top Pine x x

Coachwood x

Forest Red Gum x x x

Grey Box x

Grey Gum x

Grey Ironbark x x x

Hoop Pine x x x

Jarrah x x x x
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Karri x x

Mountain Ash x x x x

Mountain Grey Gum x x

Mountain Gum x x

Myrtle, Beech x

Queensland Maple x x

Radiata Pine x x x x

Red Cedar x

Red Ironbark x x

Red Mahogany x

River Red Gum x x

Sassafras x x
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Silvertop Ash x x

Southern Blue Gum x x

Spotted Gum x x x

Stringy Bark x x x

Sydney Blue Gum x x x x

Tallowwood x x

Tasmanian Oak x x x

Turpentine x x x

Victorian Ash x x x

WA Sheoak x x

White Mahogany x x

Yellow Gum x

Brazil
A thriving plantation industry 
is the backbone of Brazilian 
timber, particularly eucalyptus 
roundwood (8900m3 in 2016/17) 
and composite panel 
manufacturing. Issues with illegal 
logging and compromised supply 
chains remain in relation to 
native forest timber supply, but 
electronic tagging and other 
measures are being introduced 
to combat these challenges.

Eucalyptus

Austria

Germany

RESPONSIBLY SOURCED, CERTIFIED TIMBER 
HELPS TO TACKLE CLIMATE CHANGE.

 
The energy that is consumed in the production of timber (embodied 
energy) is lower than other major building materials.1 

In fact, the total volume of greenhouse gases emitted by Australian 
forestry operations in producing logs represents only 3–7% of the 
equivalent amount of carbon dioxide sequestered in those logs.2

1. Planet Ark, Wood - Nature Inspired Design 2017  
2. ABARES, Australia’s State of the Forests Report 2013
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Innovative Australian made machinery that will increase 
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F17/Supalam17 Untreated and also in H2 and H3 
IRONASH Treated.
Full range of 70 x 35 to 240 x 35 and 70 x 45 to 290 x 45
IRONASH H3 Cladding 120 x 19 – perfect for external use.
5.4m plain end or random lengths – end matched.
Full range of arcs and DAR Boards.
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BRISBANE
Ph (07) 3267 0244

MELBOURNE
Ph (03) 9791 2241

SYDNEY
Ph (02) 9638 7333

Timber_Trader_Map_Advert_FA.indd   1 4/5/18   4:46 pm

Extract from 
Build Australia Magazine No 9 2017 

Pages 118-119

So, with building and construction buoyant and 
timber product demand strong, the other side of 
the ledger shows domestic supply capacity flat-
lining at best. Thankfully for the building and 
construction sector, imported timber products are, 
and will continue to fill this widening breach.

It is clear that without timber importers doing the 
heavy lifting house construction targets would 
not have been achieved and the 26,000 imported 
timber product-linked jobs, estimated by the 
Housing Industry Association, the construction and 
building sector would be under serious threat.

No doubt about it, timber product importers are 
making a major contribution to the building and 
construction sector, and to the timber product 
supply chain. Expect to see timber imports 
continuing to drive the availability of sophisticated 
engineered wood products that will facilitate both 
the predicted strengthening of the residential 
new housing market and the mid-rise building 
construction momentum.

Contact us:
Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc

www.atif.asn.au
PO Box 69, Potts Point, NSW 1335, Australia

Phone: 02 9356 3826
Mobile: 0417 421 187

ATIF communicates with politicians, government 
entities, the timber industry supply chain, stakeholders, 
and the community on behalf of timber importers and 
wholesalers. ATIF articulates the critical role that timber 
product importers and wholesalers play in Australia’s 
residential and commercial construction industries.

ATIF interacts with the Federal Government in relation 
to illegal logging legislation and associated matters, 
biosecurity requirements that impact on timber 
product import conditions, customs, duty payments, 
product certification and other issues pertinent to the 
timber importing and wholesaling sector.

ATIF continues to work hard to grow the timber 
importing sector as a truly carbon positive industry 
that provides major economic, social and employment 
benefits to the Australian community.

ATIF is the point of contact for the timber importing 
and wholesaling sector with Forest and Wood Products 
Australia, and has a working relationship with the 
Timber Development Association, other timber 
industry organisations, and a number of relevant 
standards, and other timber industry committees and 
interests.

Join ATIF
Membership of ATIF is available to companies where 
timber product importing and wholesaling is a 
significant component of their business.

ATIF has a range of membership fees depending on 
company size and national network.  There is now 
a special membership arrangement and annual 
fee available to smaller timber importing and 
wholesaling companies with a single site and less 
than 20 employees.

Membership Enquiries
•  Membership and general enquires should be 

directed to ATIF General Manager John Halkett  
on 0417 421 187 or john.halkett@bigpond.com

•  For Victorian timber importers and wholesalers 
you may contact Eric Siegers on 0419 889 528 or 
erics@timber.asn.au

•  For Queensland timber importers and 
wholesalers you may contact Chris Woodhouse 
on 0411 727 400 or chris@woodhouse.com.au

Australian Timber Importers Federation Inc
www.atif.asn.au

ATIF is in the protection business 
– protecting the commercial 
interests of timber product 
importers and wholesalers.

ATIF is the peak national body 
representing the business interests 
of timber product importing and 
wholesaling companies.
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